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Preface 

Probably many Friends, when passing through the porch-way of the present Meeting House in 
Guildford, have noticed the “foundation bricks" bearing initials and the date 1805; and have 
wondered who were the Friends indicated by those initials, what led to the building of this 
Meeting House, and where had been the home of the Society prior to that comparatively late 
period. 

Such thoughts led the present writer to seek an opportunity to peruse the early documents 
relating to our Meeting, and to refer to other writings bearing upon the subject, notably to 
Braithwaite's "Second Period of Quakerism", and to the book published in 1904, entitled 
“Guildford in the Olden Time" by George C. Williamson, Litt.D. (who, though not himself a 
Friend, was an uncle of our present members Mary and Cornelia Williamson), which book 
contains a most informative and sympathetic chapter under the title "The Guildford Friends 
and their history: a Glance at the Days of Persecution". 

Dr. Williamson himself had obtained sight of the early records of our Society, above 
mentioned, and clearly he had given them close consideration: also, he introduces information 
gleaned from "George Fox's Journal", from Besse's Book of Sufferings, and from a work by T. 
W. Marsh entitled "Early Friends", to all of which reference has been made, also, by the 
present writer. 

Valuable aid has also been afforded by William C. Stewart who, it is known, has for long 
interested himself in the history of the Society and who very kindly placed at the writer's use 
his notes relating to Surrey. Also, helpful information has kindly been supplied by Raymond 
Gill, and by other Friends; and the writer is indebted, also, to Edward H. Milligan and other 
Friends who were good enough to peruse his manuscript and afford helpful suggestions. The 
frontispiece, on the cover, is from a sketch by Reginald Rowntree.  
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Early Quakerism in Guildford 

The earliest available reference to Quakerism in the Guildford area seems to be mentioned in 
the first Minute Book of the Guildford Monthly Meeting of those who preached the doctrine of 
Friends being received in 1655 by some members of the community at Guildford and 
Godalming.  In "First Publishers of Truth" it is recorded that "Thomas Robinson, Thos. 
Lacocke, Joseph Fuse, Ambrose Rigg (were) the first messengers aboute ye yeare 1655 and 
were received by Thos. Patchin, Henery Gill, Humphry Kirke of Godalming Parish, John Lee, 
Stephen Wickes, Susanna May of Guildeford".  (Several of these last mentioned Friends will be 
seen to come into our story repeatedly). 

George Fox himself visited Guildford (and Farnham) on a number of occasions; and it appears 
that in the early period Worplesdon was quite a stronghold of Quakers, for in his journal 
George Fox records that, in 1677, he stayed at Worminghurst (then the home of William Penn 
who joined Friends about 1670) about three weeks, and then went with Stephen Smith to his 
home at Worplesdon where they “had a large meeting. Friends thereaway had been exceeding 
plundered about Two Months before on the Priest's account, for they took from Stephen 
Smith Five Kine (being all he had) for about fifty Shillings Tithes". George Fox had visited 
Stephen Smith's home in earlier years and makes special mention of this in 1673 when "at 
Stephen Smith’s in Surrey there was a very large Meeting, many hundreds of people being at 
it". 

At an earlier date, viz. 1668, George Fox relates "and soe wee past into Surrey where wee had 
a general men‘s meetings at a friend's house whome they had scarcely left kowe or horse or 
swine they had soe plundered him and settled ye men's monthly meeting and ye constables 
threatened to come and breake uppe our meetings but ye lord's power stops them and after 
we had visited friends in ye county and had large precious meetings amongst you, wee past 
into Sussex to Richd. Baxe where wee had a general men‘s meetinge and several friends from 
London to visit us," [Richd. Baxe actually lived near Capel]. 

It does not appear that there was ever a Meeting House at Worplesdon: but there was a Burial 
Ground, and Dr. Williamson states that he remembered staying, when a little boy, at Merrist 
Wood Farm (now owned by the Surrey County Council) and being taken to a cornfield in 
which the boundaries of the old Quaker Burial Ground were pointed out to him. That Burial 
Ground was sold in 1852, and there is nothing now to indicate what was its location. But the 
Burial records at Friends House disclose burials there of William Constable (1717), Stephen 
Smith (1678) and of Stephen Smith, Junior (1682). T. W. Marsh records that burials at 
Worplesdon numbered upwards of 214. [See new Appendix C] 

It seems that Stephen Smith, senior, was an eminent member of the Society, and an author of 
many works. He died in 1678, and it is recorded that:-   

“This year died that faithful servant of God, Stephen Smith, of Worplesdon in Surrey, a man of 
account in the World. He was born the 15th. of the 7th. month, 1623, and resided some time at 
Scanderoon (Alexandria) in Syria, as a merchant. He received the truth in 1665, and gave up to 
obey it and walk therein, and suffered both in person and estate by imprisonment and spoil of 
goods. An honest and upright man, one that feared God and was of good report in his country; 
the Lord endued him with a gift of ministry.” 

William Penn was often at Guildford, and apparently in 1679 he took a prominent part, 
politically, in support of Algernon Sidney who in that year "made an ineffectual struggle to 
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obtain a seat in Parliament through the suffrages of the men of Guildford".  Actually Sidney 
was elected by a large majority; but he was regarded as a dangerous opponent of the Court, 
and the Sheriff returned the other candidate on the plea that Sidney "was not a free-man of 
the borough". 
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Persecutions 

Mention has been made of persecution suffered by Stephen Smith; and Besse’s Sufferings 
record many other cases of Guildford Quakers who were subject to persecution, as do also our 
own Minutes. It is to he feared that, nowadays, we rather take for granted the sufferings of the 
early Friends; but when we read of the persecution endured by specific Friends in the area of 
our own Meeting, it brings to us a fresh realisation of all that we (and, in fact, all Non-
conformists) owe to the great courage and enduring power, even unto death, of those 
seventeenth Century members of our Society. 

Before considering local events, however, it may be well to remind ourselves of what and how 
the general body of Quakers suffered in the turbulent early years of the Society's existence. 

Persecution of Quakers Generally 

In 1660, Friends felt that they had satisfied the Government of their loyalty; but following the 
disturbances of the Fifth Monarchy Rising in London, a proclamation was issued, in January 
1661, prohibiting meetings of “Anabaptists and Quakers and Fifth Monarchy Men", which 
commanded justices to tender the Oath of Allegiance to persons brought before them for 
assembling at such meetings: and Braithwaite states that "the zeal of the authorities soon 
filled the gaols with Quakers". 

Then, in 1662, was passed the Act of Uniformity aimed primarily at Roman Catholics and 
Puritans but affecting all Non-conformists. And, in the same year, came into force the Quaker 
Act forbidding more than four persons to meet for worship, and making it an offence wilfully 
to refuse an oath. The Act imposed a fine of £5 for the first offence, one of £10 for a second 
offence, and banishment to the Plantations for a third such offence. That was followed, in 
1664, by the first Conventicle Act which applied similar penalties to all Non-conformists. 
There appears to have been, some years later, amelioration in the persecutions; but in 1670 
was passed the second Conventicle Act which renewed, in more drastic form, the provisions of 
the earlier Act; and Quakers suffered very grievously thereunder. 

Banishments 

Under the Conventicle Act, 1664, after conviction at Quarter Sessions or Assizes of a third 
offence, a sentence was to be passed of seven years transportation to any Plantation excepting 
Virginia or New England, unless £100 fine were paid; but married women whose husbands 
were not under sentence were liable, instead, to twelve months imprisonment. Braithwaite 
records that within a year of the passing of the Act, there had been 2,100 imprisonments, of 
Quakers on account of attendance at live London Meetings: and he adds that six weeks after 
the Act came into forte "there were nine cases ripe for banishment. -- Eight of the nine were 
sentenced to banishment, four to Barbados and four to Jamaica, and seven were put on the 
“Ann," of London, but the Master having contracted for their passage on the footing that they 
were free men, and being baffled by the wind for nearly two months between London and 
Deal, put them ashore to go whither they pleased, with a certificate declaring that he 
perceived that the hand of the Lord was against him, and that his men refused to go the 
voyage if he carried the Quakers".  So they returned to London and calmly notified the King of 
the facts: whereupon they were committed to prison where they remained until the Great 
Pardon of 1672. 
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Braithwaite further records that "In all, some 109 men Friends and 44 women were 
condemned to banishment”. None but Quakers received this sentence in Middlesex: it was the 
Quakers alone who braved the Act, openly and repeatedly, even to the third offence.  -- Very 
few London Friends were actually transported to the colonies. Three were put on the “Jamaica 
Merchant" in March 1665, one dying soon after, and two being carried to Jamaica. (Edward 
Brush and James Harding). Seven were transported in April, and reached Nevis, and one other 
Friend -- was shipped to Virginia. Eight more, sentenced to Barbados, were embarked at the 
end of May. But it was found almost impossible to procure passages. -- Shipmasters had got 
the salutary notion into their heads that no Englishman should be carried out of his country 
against his will, -- At Bristol a persecuting Mayor had hoped to banish 400 Quakers -- but had 
only procured the sentence upon three. After three weeks on the "Mary Fortune", the Friends 
were put ashore on the ground that it was contrary to the laws of England and Barbados to 
transport them out of England or bring them into Barbados against their will. -- At length the 
Sheriffs found a man to their purpose named Fudge (nick-named "Lying Fudge"), Master of 
the "Black Eagle," who boasted that he would not stick to transport even his nearest relations. 
Five and fifty Quakers were taken out of Newgate towards the end of July, and carried down 
the river to Fudge's ship. 

"The Sailors" (continues Braithwaite) “refused to lend a hand, and the Quakers passively 
resisted, so only four were put on board, and the turn-keys returned the rest to Newgate. A 
fortnight later, some soldiers from the Tower finished the sorry business: they dragged some, 
kicked and punched others, hove up many by the legs and arms, and so in an hour's time 
tumbled them into the ship, 37 men and 18 women in all. - - The ‘Black Eagle’ lay seven weeks 
in the river, during which time half the prisoners died [from the Plague], many being buried in 
the Marshes below Gravesend. George Whitehead visited the infected ship and had a Meeting 
on board. Fudge, the Master, was arrested for debt and had trouble with the crew, some 
deserting, and the mate and boatswain telling him that they would not go the voyage, for if 
they did they would be destroyed as they saw that the Lord was against them". 

When the ship, "Black Eagle", did get away, under another Master, after touching at Plymouth 
(where local Friends went to the vessel's side with provisions) she was taken as a prize by a 
Dutch privateer : and, ultimately, the Quakers were set at liberty in Holland where they were 
hospitably received by Amsterdam Friends through whose help they returned to England. 

Summarised, it seems that about 230 Friends were sentenced to transportation, but less than 
20 actually reached their destination of transport. Most of the remainder (other than those 
who died) were held in prison until the Great Pardon in 1672. 

Temporary Lull in Persecution 

As already mentioned, about 1667 there occurred a lull in persecution. But in 1670 came into 
operation the second Conventicle Act which created two new offences, viz. a person preaching 
at a Conventicle was to be fined £20 for a first, and £40 for any further offences and a person 
harbouring a Conventicle was to be lined £20. “Transportation was dropped, and the policy of 
the Act was to ruin rather than imprison the offenders".  Under that Act, Friends' Meeting 
places were locked against them, some occupied by guards of watchmen, and at Horsley Down 
the Meeting House was actually demolished “under an Order in Council directed to the King's 
Surveyor, the famous Christopher Wren".  Another Meeting House so pulled down was that at 
Ratcliff—whereupon Friends met on the ruins "or as near to them as the constables allowed" 
(and, in the following year, Friends were re-building it). 
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Braithwaite makes mention of suffering by Guildford Friends when “£180 in distresses were 
taken for meetings held in the street when Friends were kept out of the Meeting House". 

In 1672, Charles II exercised his pretended dispensing power in matters ecclesiastical by 
issuing a proclamation to suspend the Penal Laws “against Non-conformists and Popish 
recusants", by issuing a Declaration of Indulgence. Braithwaite sets out that  

“After confessing the failure of the policy of persecution and confirming the position of 
the Church of England, it suspended the execution of all the Penal Laws, and authorised 
meetings of Non-conformists, but not of Papists, in allowed places and with approved 
Teachers, if open and free to all persons. Roman Catholics shared the relief, but were 
granted the exercise of worship in their private houses only. -- The Quakers, in common 
with others, felt the relief: but they solicited no licenses either for preacher or place, not 
admitting the need of any." 

Renewal of Persecution 

In 1673, however, under pressure from Parliament, the King cancelled the Declaration: but it 
appears that in the meantime licenses had been issued "for some 1,500 Preachers and a much 
larger number of preaching places": and the licenses granted were not immediately revoked. 
But in 1674 persecution became - again active, and an Order in Council of 1675 directed the 
more diligent execution of the Penal Laws and declared that all licences had been long since 
recalled. And under another Order in Council of 1676, "any person over sixteen not attending 
Church could be sentenced to forfeit £20 to the Exchequer for every month of non-attendance, 
or the King could take two-thirds of the offender's lands into his own hands until the offender 
came to Church, leaving him one-third for his maintenance: which law was perverted into a 
scourge for the Quakers.”. 

Thus, for Dissenters there had been a valuable but short-term breathing space of three years. 
It was about this time that there was set up the Meeting for Sufferings. 

Moderation in the extent of the persecutions occurred through subsequent years, and in 1680 
there was discussed in Parliament a Bill for "Ease to all Protestant Dissenters" upon some of 
the clauses in which it would appear that the Toleration Act was later framed. Furthermore, in 
1681 the House of Commons resolved, under the Whig Government, “That the persecution of 
Protestant Dissenters upon the Penal Laws is at this time grievous to the subject, a weakening 
of the Protestant interest, an encouragement to Popery and dangerous to the peace of the 
Kingdom.". 

But an even more violent wave of persecutions was set on foot under the Tory Government in 
l681, and it appears to have been Friends in Bristol who suffered the most brutal treatment. 
Directions were given that "all Dissenters were to be harried and their meeting-houses closed 
as nests of Puritanical and plotting Whigs”: and the Order in Council of 1676 (see earlier 
reference) was used to greater effect for ruining Dissent. “By June 1682" (Braithwaite records 
in relation to Bristol) "the number of Friends in prison had reached about 150; but the 
Meeting continued to be kept up, chiefly by children. On the 18th June, six boys were taken 
from Temple Street Meeting and put for an hour in the stocks, and some thirty children were 
imprisoned for a time. -- On the 30th, in the afternoon outside the Friars. the meeting was held 
by seven women and about fifty children. The children were now frequently imprisoned, 
contrary to all law, showing themselves very bold for the Truth. -- Through the hottest days of 
persecution the children remained steadfast, and thus showed that God would not suffer that 
the Quakers meeting should be altogether suppressed." 
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Here may be set out a summary of the persecution by imprisonment suffered by Friends 
during the period 1661 to 1685, as appearing in Braithwaite's history:- 

"Fifth Monarchy" imprisonments (1661)      - -  4,257 

In prison —  

Octr. 1662. After the "Quaker Act" ~ (about) -  1,300 

At time of Great Pardon, 1672       ~      ''          -    500 

August, 1683                                  ~          ''           -  1,000 

March, 1685                                    ~         ''           -  1,460 

 
During the first months of the reign of James II, the persecution of Dissent continued except in 
the case of the Quakers who then had good friends at Court. (William Penn was on friendly 
terms with the King). In 1686 a Royal Warrant was issued, directing the release of scheduled 
lists of Friends and the discharge of all fines charged on any of them for not coming to Church: 
and in 1687 the King issued (while Parliament was prorogued) a Declaration of Indulgence 
suspending Penal Laws and giving freedom to meet in private houses or in meeting-houses 
“provided nothing was preached to alienate people from the King; the meetings were held 
openly, with free admission of all persons: and notice of the places set apart for meetings was 
given to the Justices." 

Toleration Act, 1889 

It was in 1689, at the commencement of the reign of William III and Mary, that Parliament 
passed the Toleration Act which suspended the operation of the Penal Laws other than 
prosecutions for tithes and not taking of oaths: Meeting places were to be certified and 
registered, and no religious meetings were to be held with locked doors. A larger exemption 
was, however, provided for Quakers (or others) who scrupled to take oaths, an alternative 
form of declaration of allegiance being allowed to such. This began a new era for Friends and 
other Non-conformists: but the personal disabilities of Friends in their private lives, as 
regards payment of tithes and the taking of oaths, generally, remained. Without taking oaths 
they could not sue for debts nor carry through transactions with the Customs and Excise, nor 
give evidence in Court: nor could they answer prosecutions for tithes. Not until 1696 was the 
Affirmation Act passed, by which Act a simple form of affirmation became allowable in place 
of taking an oath. This established the principle, but many Friends felt themselves unable to 
use the particular form of words prescribed and thereby continued to suffer until, in 1722, 
was passed an amending Act allowing a generally acceptable wording. 

Sufferings of Friends in Surrey 

Having thus recounted, in a very sketchy manner, the tribulations which Friends generally 
suffered over a long period of years, we may now turn to the sufferings of Friends in our own 
area.  

The following are a few typical cases out of many such which are on record. 

1660. "Thos. Patchin, of Binscombe [near Godalming] was taken with 25 others as 
they were going to a meeting at Guildeford. They refused to take oaths, and 
were committed to gaol. Thos. Patchin who was not well when he was taken, 
by reason of his hard usaige and travaile, to ye prison increasing ye violence of 
his distemper dyed within a few days after he come thither: the rest remained 
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there too months and then were released. In wch time' the aforesaid prisoners 
were cruelly abused by ye fellons that were in the prison who by ye goallers 
permission robbed them there of money and goods to the value of above £7" 

The names of these Friends are set forth in the record and some which we shall find recurring 
later in these note were Stephen Wix, Robert Mildred, Joseph Benbrick and Thos. Pessenger, 
of Guildford Park: Robert Stedman and William Woods of Merrow: Henry Chandler of Bramley 
[see new Appendix D]: Thomas Seaman of Sheere: Caleb Woods and Henery Gill of Godalming.  

1665. "Ephrim Carter of Cobham having then a meeting at his house committed to 
White Lyon Prison for one month: on release distrained for 7/- for the charge 
of carrying him to prison and £5 worth of sheep carried oil."  

1666. "For being at a meeting at Stephen Smith's house, Josiah Cole, a Friend in the 
Ministry, Henery Gill of Eashing, Thos Seaman of Shere, Anthony Crosfield of 
Guildford, Thos Butterfield and Wm Perry of Kingston, Stephen Smith of 
Purbrit, and Thos Russell of Worplesdon " were imprisoned for two months 
(three months for Josiah Cole and Henery Gill).  

In the same year, John Lee, Jacob Benbriek and John Remnant of Guildeford were imprisoned 
for two months for meeting at the house of Henery Gill of Eashing. (It is not indicated whether 
this was during the time that Henery Gill was in prison, but he is not named in connection 
with this incident, excepting as proprietor of the house).  

1668. For being at a meeting in Edw Co11yer's house at Elsted, four to six weeks 
imprisonment was inflicted upon the following :- “George Whitehead and Tho 
Robinson, friends in ye Ministry : John Smith, Worplesdon: Stephen Smith, 
Purbrite: Hen Penfold, Kingston: Jacob Benbrick, Guildford: John Barnard, 
Godalming: and Edw Collyer, Elsted." 

1670. For meeting in the street, when kept out of their Meeting House at Guildford, 
were taken :- 
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 From Goods worth 

 Henery Gill and Caleb Woods of 
Godalmin 

£20 9 0 

. Robert Stedman, of Marrow £3 4 0 

. William Hampton, of Compton £3 11 0 

. Henry Chandler, John Lee and 
Thomas Passenger  

£36 9 6 

. William Constable, of Hossel £2 0 0 

. John Cooper, Anthony Crosfield and 
Richard Deane 

£17 15.0 

. Stephen Smith, of Purbright £24 0 

  John Barnard, of Godalmin £21 10 

  John Smith, of Waglesden £30 0 

  Robert Clinton, Richard Baker and 
Robert Street  

£2 11 0 

  John Remnant, Jacob Benbrick and 
Robert Mildred 

£17 16 0 

  £79 5 6 

 

It will be observed, in many of the cases, that there was no attempt at consistency even in the 
fines levied by distraint, and it is clear that the distraining officers just laid hands on what 
they could. Even if money values of those days had been similar to our own, fines of £179 
against twenty men for meeting together would be bad enough: but when it is remembered 
that shillings in those days were, presumably, more or less equivalent to pounds in our day, 
the severity of the financial suffering is even more apparent. 

Also, it will be noted that some of the names recur time after time. In the foregoing list, again 
we see the name of Stephen Smith (who was visited by George Fox): and there is the 
additional information that his distraint, on this occasion, to the value of £24 was represented 
by six cows which were taken. This again emphasises the very great difference between 
money values then and now.  

The house of John Cooper, in Guildford, seems to have been, at that period, a frequent meeting 
place: for we learn that, in 1670, distraint was made on John Barnard in respect of attendance 
by him and eleven other Friends in a "silent meeting at John Cooper's." Presumably John 
Barnard was the easiest prey, for they took from him pewter to the value of £4.10/- against a 
fine of £3.5/-. Again, later in that year, William Hampton, Henery Gill, Caleb Woods and others 
were distrained upon for meeting at John Cooper's. Then, in the same year, there is an entry to 
the effect that for "beeing at a mtg in John Cooper's house ye 22nd day of ye 3rd. mon, when in 
truth there was no meeting", the following were lined and distrained upon, viz. John Remnant, 
John Lee, Thomas Passenger, Anthony Crosfield and Robert Mildred. A further entry: William 
Hampton, of Compton, was distrained upon for attendance by him and four others at John 
Cooper's. And, again, John Cooper himself, by reason of a meeting at his house, suffered the 
loss of our cows and two hoggs value £14. 

On another occasion, about the same period, John Cooper d taken from him "10 doz. loaves of 
white bread some of which were dispersed to ye poore of ye parish who when they 
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understood from whence they came returned them to ye officers againe and would have none 
of them."  

Another Friend whose house was used was John Smith of Worplesdon. In 1670, for having a 
silent meeting in his house, he had taken from him "nine cows value £30" : and for being at 
that meeting distraint was made also on Richard Baker ; and also upon William Constable, of 
Horsell, in respect of himself and five other persons "notwithstanding their own abillitye to 
pay."  

Another such Friend was John Lee of whom it is recorded that "for having been at a silent mtg 
amongst Friends who came togeather in ye night time into ye house or freehold of ye said John 
Lee: violently brooke or caused to be broaken open severall dours there to ye griefe and 
disturbance of ye neighbourhood : £31 . 14 . 0 household goods taken for four fines on him and 
three other persons which notwithstanding there own abillities to pay were charged on him." 

Subsequently, poor John Lee was again distrained upon “for ye pretended non abillity of John 
Cooper who had permitted a silent mtg of Friends."  The fine was £10 but goods to the value 
of £30 were taken.  

Friends were to suffer for many years by being "kept out of their Meeting House": for the 
Guildford Minutes of 1684 record nine occasions when they were so kept out, the last entry 
for that year indicating, indeed, that they were kept out from seventh month in that year to 
first month in 1685. There were repeated "lockings out" in that year: and under 1686 appears 
the following curious entry:-  

“1686. lst mo. 2lst.  Meeting peaceable only soldieres came and dranke healthe with 
clarett wine so went away." 

No indication is given as to who supplied the claret!  

It seems to have been quite a recognised practice to distrain upon one of the "offenders" for 
the "offences" of others.  Such a case, of a less serious and somewhat amusing character, 
relates to John Remnant whose name has already appeared (and about whom more will be 
said later), as appearing in the following account: 

“Jane Remnant, of Guildford, had taken from her soe much cheese as was worth aboute 
fower pounds for three pounds imposed on her son John for being at a silent meeting 
amonlgst Friends, where shee was not nor did usually frequent. the wch cheese was keept 
by ye magistrates whilst it was spoyled, for none would buy it, but it was cast forth and 
buryde."  

In reference to this period, the attitude of the public officers is vividly brought out by the 
following quaint account :-   

"The officers were most active and diligent in levying distresses in ye towne of Guildford. - 
- - Thomas Smallpeece who searched with a candle in ye daytime to discover and finde 
goods for distress: Thomas Horsnaile who took money for informing: Thomas Ady, 
Tithingman, who were so peevish and froward in ye worke ye they would not be restrained 
from taking other men's goods for distresses that were only lodged at a friend’s house 
although they were told of it. John Staples called in Churchwarden who were so impudent 
that when he was a binding up some goods distrained at John Cooper's, some other 
officers being backward in the worke, sayed he was as good hanged for a sheep as a 



Early Quakerism in Guildford 

 

13 

lambe. John Mills although but an Overseer for ye poore of ye parish unnaturally 
commanded some friends to carry away an other friends goods that was distrained."  

Another case of severe distraint (in 1670) was that of John Blatt, a Tanner, from whom were 
taken "23 backs of leather £35." The entry recording this proceeds "After this their 
exhorbitant minde being insatiate they seized all his leather remaining both tanned and un-
tanned, all his broke and all his hay, strictly charged, threatened his wife and family ye they 
must not touch any of ye said seized goods at ye perill of their lives notwithstanding he had 
sold his hay before their seizure they forbid ye person that bought it to fetch it away." 

During that same year, Richard Chandler “of Sheir", suffered repeated imprisonments “for 
refusing to goe to ye worship at ye place called a Church", being detained for 8 days in fourth 
month, 8 days in sixth month, 3 days in ninth month and 5 days in tenth month. 

Notwithstanding the severity and frequency of distraints, imprisonment must have been far 
worse punishment: and prison sentences were given on the most trumpery charges. For 
instance, we read that “In September (1676) Thomas Woods and John Woods were committed 
to Prison for refusing to pay towards the Repairs of the Steeple-house at Whitley".  Again, 
“About the 20th December, Stephen Smith and Richard Baker were committed to the 
Marshalsea Prison for Tithes at the Suit of Gabriel Ohley, Priest at Warplesden" : and (in 1682) 
"Richard Withall, of Woking, was committed to the Marshalsea Prison in Southwark, at the 
Suit of John Morris, Priest of Woking, for a Demand of less than 1/- for Tithes".  Also in 1682, 
“Joseph Purse was indicted at the Quarter Sessions for three Days Absence from his Parish- 
Church, fined 3/- and ordered to remain in Prison till Payment: and also James Smith was 
committed to Prison on an Indictment for the like Cause, under Colour of a Contempt of the 
Court in refusing to plead". 

It is to be remembered that the prisons in that time were filthy dungeons in which many 
prisoners, including Friends, died from neglect and disease. In l684 a "Humble Application" 
was submitted to King James II on behalf of 1,460 Quakers then in prison, of whom 29 were 
from Surrey. That women were not spared is illustrated by an entry that (in 1678) "William 
Bowman, Henry Franklin, Joane Stringer Widow, and Rebecca Almond were taken from their 
houses by a Bayliff, and carried to the Sessions at Croyden: from whence refusing to pay the 
Fines imposed on them for their Absence from the National Worship, they were committed 
close prisoners to the Marshalsea and lay there a long Time".  

The Minutes of the Surrey Quarterly Meeting record how from 1667 and for many years 
thereafter, Friends were distrained upon for non-payment of Tithes, or non-attendance at 
Church. One Friend who so suffered frequently was Ambrose Rigge, of Reigate, about whom 
we read (in 1674) "Ambrose Rigge and Mary Rigge his wife, and Isaac Ingram his manservant, 
and Margaret Reed his maid-servant cited to Bishops Court for conscience sake they would 
not goe to hear Robert Pepys a hireling Priest was all excommunicated ye same year and so 
remain to this day, yet the same Priest fecht away Ambrose’s hay without his knowledge out 
of his field for his pretended due for Tythe value £4." And in 1676 he was still being 
persecuted by Robert Pepys, the Priest, who "came into Ambrose Rigge and because Ambrose 
could not for conscience sake pay him tythes, hee threatened severall times to kill him ye said 
Ambrose in ye hearing of severall of his neighbours and hay taken for tythe".  In 1683, 
Ambrose Rigge was still being fined for non-attendance at Church: in 1694 he, was distrained 
upon at least three times, and again in 1696: and in 1698 money of his was “detained by 
Churchwarden for repair of the Church". 
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Other of the Friends with whose names we have now become familiar in the foregoing notes, 
and who suffered frequent punishment, include :- 

Henery Gill (Eashing). 1659 (prison) : 1660: 1664: 1665: 1666 (prison) ; 1693: 1694. 

Thos Seaman (Sheire). 1658: 1659: 1660: 1666 (prison): 1669: 1671 : 1672: 1678: 
1679: 1682 (prison). 

Stephen Smith (Purbrit). 1666 (prison) : 1668 (prison) : 1672: 1676 (prison): 1677: 
1678. 

John Cooper (Guildford). 1684: 1696: 1699: 1707: 1708: 1711. 

That sometimes jailers showed kindness to Friends under their charge is shown by a Minute 
of the Surrey Quarterly Meeting of 1684 which reads:- 

“Fds of this meeting have considered the kindness of Christopher Sowman goaler of ye 
prison of this County towards Friends woe are and have been prisoners under him in 
allowing them a convenient room without asking any Rent, have ordered Caleb Woods to 
give him £5."  

Truly, as commented by Dr. Williamson, "It cost something in those days of rigorous 
persecution to have the courage of convictions and to announce one’s self a Quaker". The 
unfortunate Friends of those days, as we have seen, were fined and/or imprisoned for 
meeting together, for not attending Church, for not paying tithe : and, furthermore, for many 
other "offences" one of which was refusal to take an oath in a variety of circumstances. Some-
what curious such cases are those of “Robert Mildred and Joseph Hicks, both of Guildford, who 
being elected to bear the office of Ale-tasters, and refusing to take the oath usual in the Case, 
were lined and had their goods taken away, the former to the Value of £2 12/- and the latter 
to the value of £2.6/6".  Similarly, "Caleb Wood, chosen to be one of the Ale-Tasters of 
Guildford, for refusing to take the Oath of Admittance to that office, had his goods taken by 
Distress to the Value of £1.10/-”.  

Unfortunate Caleb Wood, as also Robert Mildred, got into trouble in still other ways, for they 
"being chosen Tithingmen, and refusing to Swear at their Entrance into that Office, had their 
Goods taken away: the former to the Value of £3.10/- and the latter to the Value of £10" 
(Again notice the discrepancy in the amount of financial punishment for the same sort of 
"offence"). 

Declaration of Indulgence 1872 

As has already been recalled, there was a temporary lull in the restrictive practices and 
persecutions when, in 1672, Charles II issued his Declaration of Indulgence. This was very 
soon withdrawn, under pressure of Parliament, but in the meantime numerous licenses had 
been issued for preachers and meeting-places.  In this reference, Braithwaite's "Second Period 
of Quakerism" records that "The Quakers, in common with others, felt the relief; but they 
solicited no licenses either for preacher or place, not admitting the need of any".  This seems 
to be borne out by information gleaned from “Original Records of Early Non-conformity under 
Persecution and Indulgence", by Lyon Turner, where appears a record of licenses issued in 
1672, with an indication of those preachers who practised and the meeting-places which were 
used in 1669-that is, the year after the lapsing of the Conventicle Act, 1664, and before 
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reimposition by the Conventicle Act of 1670. The record there appearing in regard to 
Guildford is as follows:- 

SURREY. 
III Baptist. 
------------ 

7. Guildford (St. Mary's). 

(1) Mr. Pace, Teacher, Thomas Place (licensed for pr and pa in Battersea, Apl. 21. ’72). 
'69. 

(2) Mr. Rowell, Teacher. '69. 

(3) Mr. Mayo, Teacher. Mr. Richard Mayo ejected from St. Issy, Cornwall. '69. 

(4) John Clarke’s house, Meeting place. '69.  

IV Quakers. 
----------- 

1. Kingston-upon-Thames. 1 conventicle of Quakers. '69.  

2. Dorking (“Darking"). 1 conventicle. '69.  

3. Newdigate. Six names of Friends. '69.  
All marked "A" as "Abettors or supporters of 
Conventicles held in '69." 

4. Godalmimg Henry Gill's house. Meeting place '69.  

 
If will be observed that the only Friends meeting place noted in the return was the house of 
Henry Gill: but we know from the prosecutions already recounted that there were in fact 
numerous other meeting places. (Later reference will be made to registrations under the 
Toleration Act, 1689).   

From time to time, petitions were presented to Parliament or to the ruling Monarch on behalf 
of the suffering Quakers. A copy of one which was placed before Parliament in 1685 appears 
in Appendix A to these notes.  

Ultimately, as we have seen, relief was gained, and the following is a quotation from Besse :-  

"At length on the 4th of the month called April, 1687, came forth the King's Declaration 
for Liberty of Conscience, and for the immediate Suspension of all and all manner of penal 
Laws in Matters Ecclesiastical, for not coming to Church, or for any other Non-conformity 
to the Religion established.  

"By that Declaration present Ease and Relief to Protestant Dissenters ensued, so that they 
could generally hold their religious Meetings undisturbed. But as that Declaration was 
looked upon, even by many of those who received a present Benefit from it, as an Extent of 
the King's Prerogative beyond its due Bounds, and which had not the Sanction of any Act 
of Parliament, the Liberty thereby granted was at most but Precarious and uncertain.  

"In the following year, viz. l688, it pleased Almighty God, to whom only the Intentions and 
Designs of Princes are foreseen and foreknown, in the Course - of his Providence, to 
remove the said King James the Second from the Government of these Nations, and to 



Early Quakerism in Guildford 

 

16 

place upon the Throne King William the Third, and his Consort Queen Mary, for whose 
truly Protestant Reign was reserved the Glory of establishing to Protestant Dissenters a 
general Liberty of Conscience in religious Worship which was done in the first Year of 
their Reign by an Act of Parliament."  

The forementioned action by King James led to a letter appearing in the Guildford Monthly 
Meeting records which had been addressed to the Lord Mayor of London and was signed 
“Sunderland, by Command of the King".  It conveyed "His Majesty's command That his 
pleasure is that all Quakers now and for the future either be allowed to serve the offices 
without taking any oathes, or else that they be not fined or otherwise molested on the like 
occasion.".    

Period After 1689. 

It gives food for thought that after moderation of the persecution, there seems to have been a 
period during which there was retrogression in Quakerism as well as in other non-conformist 
sects---indeed, in all forms of Church life. From an article entitled "Answers made to the 
visitation articles of Dr. Willis, Bishop of Winchester, from the Parishes in Surrey 1724/5" the 
author of which was H. E. Malden, M.A. (and which appears in the records of the Surrey 
Archaeological Society), the following extracts are taken:-  

"The chief noticeable features of these returns are the very general stagnation of church 
life (no curate, no lecturer, no school is a common answer): - - A comparison of the 17th 
century returns with those shows in the latter an almost universal falling-off, in country 
places, of the numbers of meeting-houses and their congregations. Then, in 1669, 
Godalming had a dissenting meeting of from 700 to 800 people, and 400 Quakers besides. 
In 1725 there was no meeting-house there, and the dissenters were few and obscure.”  

The Answers of 1724/5 state that in Guildford (St. Mary and Holy Trinity) "there is a chapel - - 
wholly disused and converted into a wood-house. - - There is a Presbyterian meeting of 40 
persons, an Anabaptist of 20, Quaker of 15 persons".  Of Worplesdon (in 1725), previously a 
stronghold of Quakerism, as we have seen, the Answers state that "There is an Anabaptist 
meeting of about 50, a Quaker meeting of about 30”. 

In regard to that Meeting at Worplesdon, we have in our Surrey Quarterly Meeting Minutes 
one of 1739 which reads that “A proposition being advanced to this meeting from the Friends 
of Worplesdon that they being reduced to a small number have requested that they may joyn 
themselves with the meeting of Guildford wch Guildford accepts of and this meeting agrees to 
the same". 

In the succeeding pages of these notes (bearing upon the properties procured and occupied by 
early Friends in Guildford), further reference appears to some of those Friends already 
named, and others are mentioned.  
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Past and Present Meeting Places of the Guildford Friends 

It was in 1673 that Guildford Friends, as a community acquired what was--so far as can be 
ascertained-the first property owned by them. Prior thereto, as we have already noted, 
meetings were taking place at a number of Friends' houses (which practice was continued 
after l673): and these may suitably be here summarised, the list containing some not 
previously mentioned.  

HORSELL and WOKING  William Constable's 

MYR ROW Robert Stedman's 

GUILDFORD  John Cooper's 
Stephen Wicke's 

WORPLESDON Jno Baker's, 
Thos Burt's, 
Stephen Smith's, 
Robert Smythe's 

EASHING Henery Gil1's, 
Ezra Gill's 

GODALMING  John Barnard's 

HURTMORE  John Stent's 

SHEERE  Tho Searnan's 

TONGHAM  Geo Bicknall's 

 
Although the history already reviewed contains references to Meeting Houses, it would 
appear that this term, prior to about 1703, must have had application only to the houses of 
Friends in which meetings were held -- what, nowadays, we should describe as meeting 
places. But a meeting place of a permanent character was set up in conjunction with, and soon 
after the acquisition of, the plot of ground on the South side of what is now North Street : 
which we now speak of as "the old Burial Ground," and which, in some records, has been 
termed "Quakers' Acre".  A Minute of Guildford M.M., dated 6th mo. 1672, sets out that :-  

"Some friends belonging to Guildford meeting did at this meeting signfie their having a fit 
opportunitie of purchasing a Burying place wch requires a speedy answer so friends 
beinge generally of ye minde that friends' desire therein may be answered duly it was 
proposed to ye said friends of ye said meeting conserning ye present condition friends as 
to their cash or monies and the said Guildford friends did show their willingness of 
disbursing the whole charge thereof among themselves and to stay for ye repayment of ye 
same till ‘friends generally do concent thereto, the which this meeting have nothing 
against."  

It would seem that the local Friends then proceeded to complete the purchase, and they 
certainly did “staye for ye repayment"! : for Minutes appear in the records of 1674, 1677, 
1678, 1681, 1684 and, indeed, as late as 1689 to part repayments of the sum expended. That 
of 1678 refers to paying off mortgages in respect of “the cost of the Meeting House, the 
Burying Ground, the way through the Crown Inn, the converting into a Meeting place a 
Tenement cost £234, with interest for money £264 at 5s. in 100s."  
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The purchase was made from one, John Lee, who was the proprietor of the Crown Inn which 
then stood in the High Street (where, at this date, is located the National Provincial Bank1 
whose hanging sign embodies a Crown) ; and, as will be seen by an extract from the 
Conveyance, dated 1673, which appears latter in this document, Friends acquired a "tenement 
gateroom - - at or near the gate of the Inn called the Crown and near the North Town Ditch 
there - - And also - - the garden plot - - containing by estimation fifteen yards in length and 
thirteen yards in breadth", together with a right of way from the High Street. This latter was 
necessary, partly because the entrance to the plot was at the side in the passage-way and 
partly because what we know as North Street did not then exist, it being the “North Town 
Ditch".  

The cost of that initial purchase was £125, and the balance of the £234 already quoted must 
have been the expense involved in converting a part of the tenement into a meeting room.  

The Title Deeds for the land purchased in 1673 go back to 1558 : and it is interesting to note 
from the later Deeds that the Crown Inn, from the proprietor of which-John Lee-the land was 
acquired, was apparently part of the marriage portion of the wife of the said John Lee, viz. Ann 
Lee, for it is declared that John was selling the plot "with the consent of his wife Ann as a 
consenting party thereunto". Furthermore, there is a Deed executed by Ann in September 
1674 by which she released the property from her dowry (rather late, it would seem, as the 
purchase by Friends was completed in December 1673).  

The individuals acting as Trustees for the purchase by Friends were :- 

John Cooper, baker. 

Stephen Wickes, clothworker. 

Anthony Crosfield, glazier. 

John Remnant, tallow chandler. 

John Cooper was the Friend from whom were taken 10 dozen loaves of bread, and who -- we 
have seen -- frequently suffered. John Remnant, whose name also has previously appeared as 
being a much persecuted man, was an interesting and, apparently, an influential character. He 
resided in St. Mary's Parish, and was appointed collector for the poor for that Parish in 1669. 
He was also appointed surveyor of highways in 1674. He was one of three Friends in 
Guildford who, as Tradesmen, each issued his own "traders' tokens" which (Dr. Williamson 
tells us) "were as a rule struck by the leading and most important traders in the various 
towns". 

Anthony Crosfield's name was included in the list of Friends whose goods were seized for 
meeting in the street: and Stephen Wickes, the cloth-worker, entered and resided in the Gate 
House which was acquired with the plot of ground.  

Unfortunately, poor Stephen Wickes seems to have got into disgrace with his fellow-members 
in 1695 when he found himself unable to pay the usual rent of 50/- per annum, a Minute in 
sixth month recording that he should in future pay 40/- p.a. and arrears, and "if he like not to 
continue dwelling in the said Tenement paying the aforesaid Rent yearly, friends desires he 
will voyd the same." In eighth month Stephen Wickes gave notice to leave, and in twelfth 

                                                 
1
 NatWest was established in 1968 by the merger of National Provincial Bank (established 1833 as National Provincial 

Bank of England) and Westminster Bank (established 1834 as London County and Westminster Bank).  The National 

Provincial bank was the Crown Inn until the 1850s. 
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month the tenement was "lent to Sarah Crump Widdow at fifty shillings a yeare - - the said 
Sarah Crump to cleane the same from time to time as there shall be ocation".  

Evidently, Stephen Wickes did not pay up arrears promptly, or at all, for in 1717 appears a 
Minute that "Hy Gill pays £5 to be imployed in paying the arrears of Rent of the Meeting House 
omitted to be payed by Stephen Wickes": and we learn from another Minute later in that year 
that " John Cooper, as ordered by friends, hath paid twenty shillings to Stephen Wickes for 
those goods by him left in the Meeting House of friends to remaine as standards to the use of 
friends namely one Dresser with drawer in the kitchen and the Rackes and She(l)ves and 
Cupboard in the Parlor, one Table three Joynt Stooles, The she(l)ves in the sellor, one Table in 
the great Rome."  

Unfortunately, there is no plan accompanying the Deed of Conveyance and there has been 
considerable doubt as to the location of the "Gateroom." We have with our own records two 
plans of the Burial Ground, indicating the situation of some graves and the identity of the 
Friends buried there (to which further reference will be made later), but these would seem to 
have been prepared one in 1864 and the other not much earlier-by which dates, as we shall 
see presently, the buildings on the plot had been demolished. But by the help of a map dated 
1739 (see Figure 2 – Guildford Plan 1739) which has been kindly placed at the writer’s use by 
Miss Dance, the Guildford Archivist, and by sight of a Deed obligingly produced by Mr. H. B. 
Sales, the Deputy Town Clerk, it seems to be fairly certainly established that the tenement 
known as the Gateroom, or the Gate House, was at what is now the North Street end of the 
ground.  

On the following page appears a diminished reproduction of our own plan of the Burial 
Ground (that dated 1864), and thereon the "garden plot of John Lee" is shown by diagonal 
lining, and the probable situation of the Gate House is similarly shown (the unmarked part 
presumably being a yard and/or garden appurtenant to the Gate House).  

In his book on "Early Friends," T. W. Marsh states that, on acquisition of the plot (in 1673) “no 
time was lost in erecting a convenient meeting-house upon the ground" : and this might seem 
to be supported by a Minute of Dorking M.M. to the following effect:- 

1674 (11th mo.) " - - - it was proposed to friends to consider of a way to reimburse friends 
of Guildford in a summe of money laid out by them for ye building of a Meeting House for 
ye affecting of which friends have made an order to desire friends of the respective 
particular meetings belonging to this meeting to bring in what moneys they have 
freedome to bestow to ye next Monthly Meeting."  

But there is no evidence that any new building was erected, and although the last quoted 
Minute refers to "ye building of a Meeting House," yet the earlier one, in respect of 
reimbursing local Friends, mentioned "the converting into a meeting place of a Tenement": 
and, as already noted, when Stephen Wickes was replaced by Sarah Crump as tenant of the 
Gatehouse, it -was  
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Figure 1 – Burial Ground 

stipulated that the latter should "cleane the same from time to time" (which seems to indicate 
that the premises were for use other than by herself alone), and amongst the articles “left in 
the Meeting House" by Stephen Wickes, for which payment was made to him, was "one Table 
in the great Rome".  Thus, it seems to be clear that T. W. Marsh was mistaken in his reference 
to the “erecting of a convenient meeting-house upon the ground" (that is, the Burial Ground) : 
and that it was the Gatehouse which was adapted, to provide a large room for meetings as 
well as accommodation for the caretaking tenant. Further evidence supporting this 
assumption is a Minute of 1687 which recorded that "the house at which Stephen Wickes 
dwelleth at Guildford" was the place of meeting. (lt will be remembered that Stephen Wickes 
did not “voyd" the house until 1695). In passing, it may be mentioned that, by his will, 
Anthony Crosfield (one of the Trustees) left in 1739 a sum of £100 to be “applied in part 
towards the enlargement of the ground, and in part for the use-of the poor" : but no reference 
has been traced to the usage of that amount, there being no evidence that the ground was in 
fact enlarged. Perhaps the whole sum was applied "for use of the poor".  

Right-of-way from High Street 

As already mentioned, when the land of the Old Burial Ground was purchased, Friends 
acquired with it a right-of-way. The wording of the Conveyance is rather quaint, especially in 
regard to the passage-way, and the following is an extract therefrom.  

Extract from Conveyance of 6th Dec. 1673. 

ALL THAT messuage or tenement gateroom and backside with the appurtenances to the 
said messuage or tenement adjoining or belonging situate lying and being in the Parish of 
the Holy Trinity in Guildford aforesaid at or near the hack gate of the Inn called The 
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Crown and near the North town ditch there And now or late in the tenure or occupation 
of Thomas Ellis his assignee or assignes under tenant or undertenants And also all that 
part and parcel of the garden plot or parcel of ground of him the said John Lee now used 
as a garden belonging to the said messuage or Inn called the Crown already set out 
containing by stimation fifteen yards in length and thirteen yards in breadth be the same 
little more or less.  

And also 

A way and passage of four feet in breadth from the tenement hereby sold through and all 
along the gateroom of him the said John Lee belonging to the Inn called the Crown into 
the High Street of Guildford aforesaid and so back again from the said High Street of 
Guildford down to the tenement hereby sold with liberty of ingress egress and regress 
way and passage to and for them the said John Cooper Anthony Crosfield Stephen Wickes 
and John Rempnant their heirs and assigns for ever and to and for all other persons 
commonly called Quakers to pass and repass in by from and through the said way and 
passage with burdens or otherwise at all times from four of the clock in the morning to 
ten of the clock in the evening every day if occasion serve for ever.  

That right of "ingress egress and regress, with burdens or otherwise" was maintained until 
recent times, but probably does not now exist, even legally. As previously mentioned, when 
the land was acquired by Friends, North Street as we know it did not exist : and reference 
again to the plan discloses that originally the only entrance to the ground was through a 
gateway in the passage itself, and therefore a right of way through the passage was essential. 
Later, however, North Street came into being and, at some date, the original entrance to the 
ground was walled up, another entrance being opened at the North end, that is, in North 
Street (as it is now). Thereupon use of the passage way ceased to be essential and, in fact, was 
seldom used. Furthermore, in 1927 the plot of ground was conveyed by the Society to the 
Guildford Corporation under an agreement whereby the Corporation undertook, in the terms 
of the Open Spaces Act, 1906, to preserve it as an open space accessible to the public. As 
already mentioned, the site of the Crown Inn is now occupied by the National Provincial Bank, 
which has retained the crown in its hanging sign : and, by passing through a doorway in the 
Bank lobby, one can still pass through the old right-of-way.  

From 1803 when-as will appear later-the Gate House ceased to be used as a Meeting House, 
the ground (extended by demolition of the building) was used only as a Burial Ground : and 
here may appropriately be set out the names of Friends buried there as appearing on our 
records, together with the dates of death and ages where they appear, as below. The order of 
the names is that appearing on the chart, or plan, and the numbering is to identify each name 
with a position of the grave on the plan. It will be seen that the order is not chronological.  

1  Mary Weddle  (72)  1802 
2  Thomas Constable 1794 1794 
3  Mary Penfold  (78)  1803 
4  Deborah Moore   1782 
5 Fox'es   
6  ''   
7  ''   
8  Hall   
9  John Penfold   
10  Mary Penfold   
11 Marsh'es   
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12  ''   
13  ''   
14 Mildred's   
15  Elizabeth Martin   1788  
16 Thomas Marlin   
17 Joseph Chandler Jnnr.   
18 Elizabeth Chandler   
19 Joseph Chandler (74) 1795 
 Ann Chandler (60) 1796 
20 Sarah Witbourn   
21 Mildred’s   
22  ''   
23 Jesse Waller Junr.  1793 
24 Thomas Curtis (4 months) 1785 
25 Elizabeth Daws  1800 
26 Banbrook’s   
27  ''   
28 Susanna Jeireys  1793 
29 Richard Crocker   
30 Martha Crooker  1780 
31 Samuel Bradford (65) - 1802 
32 Mary Penfold (78)-See 

No. 3 
1803 

33 Sarah Birkbeck (70) 1804 
34 William Chandler Junr. (9 mos.) 1804 
35 Prudence Birkbeck (B) 1804 
36 Sarah Marsh (68) 1813 
37 Richd. Daws (3) 1895 
38 Henry Trimmer (2) 1809 
39 Thomas Chandler (38) 1810 
40 Sarah Trimmer (30) 1811 
41 Mary Trimmer (no 

months) 
1812 

42 Catherine Penfold (80) 1812 
43 Elizabeth Emma Colls  1813 
44 Hannah Birkbeck (18) 1814 
45 Hannah Chandler (42) 1813 

46 Thomas Payne (85) 1814 
47 Sibylla Turnour (45) 1815 

48 Morris Birkbeck (82) 1816 

49 William Jesse Waller (21) 1817 

50 Anne I-larrod (72) 1819 

51 Joseph Chandler (21) 1822 

52 Mary Leighs (52) 1824 

53 Thos. Waller (36) 1825 

54 Rebecca Chandler (57) 1836 

55 Mary Robinson Waller (2½) 1824 

56 Samuel Brand Waller (s moe.) 1825 

57 Helen Waller (11 mm.) 1825 

58 Mary Ann Miles (5) 1830 

59 Mary Martin (45) 1832 
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60 Mary Ellen Sweetapple (1) 1835 

61 Jesse Waller (84) 1836 

62 Mary Ann Martin (22) 1841 

63 John Leigh; (77) 1848 

64 Mary Waller (85) 1848 

65 Hannah Gill  1851 

66 Lidbetter, Sophia (29)  

67 Drewett, Annie Jane (17 mos.)  

 (not a member)   

68 Gregory, Edgar Henry (10 
weeks) 

 

69 Drewett, Ann (80)  

70 Cope, Rachel (61)  

71 Salmon, Rachel Junr. (22)  

72 Gill, Alfd. (21½)  

73 Salmon, Rachel (67)  

74 Gill, Thos. (78)  

 Hamilton, M.A. (54)  

 interred on public cemetery 1877 

 

Hannah Gill who died in 1851 (numbered 65 above) and Thos. Gill who died in 1879 
(numbered 74) were the grand-parents of our present members, Raymond Gill and his sisters. 
The grave stones for those two deceased Friends are still in a position against the Western 
wall of the ground.  

Clearly the above cannot be by any means a complete record, for the earliest year indicated is 
1780 (whereas we acquired the ground for the purpose in 1673) : and even if we assume-as is 
probable-that all whose years of death are not given were deceased prior to 1780, that would 
mean only 19 burials between 1673 and 1780. It is probable that the record was prepared 
sometime after 1805, when the ground was extended by demolition of the building thereon, 
and that the records then existing were very incomplete. One wonders whether even the early 
nineteenth Century entries are complete, for it will be seen that there are gaps of several 
years here and there with no recorded burials.  

Reverting to the meeting place, viz. the Gatehouse where Stephen Wickes resided, a further 
interesting Minute of Guildford Monthly Meeting is one of 1687 reading thus :-  

“In perseuance of the King’s Declaration of Liberty, to acquaint sum one or more Justices 
of ye Peace that we ye people called Quakers intend to have religious meetings for the 
worship of God at Ezra Gill's of Bashing, John Baruards of Godalming, John Stent's of 
Hurtmore, Rob Smythe's and Richard Bakers of Warplesdon, The Seaman's of Sheire, Geo 
Bicknell`s of Tongham, the House in which Stephen Wickes dwelleth at Guildford."  

And perhaps even of greater interest, an entry of 1689, the year when the Toleration Act 
commenced in operation, being:- 

"A Coppie of a Certificate for the Meeting House of friends in Guildford according to the 
direction of an Act of Parliament.  
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"These are to certifie whom it may concern that att the General Quarter Sessions of the 
Peace holden for the said County of Surrey on Tuesday the sixteen day of July in the first 
yeare of the Reign of our Sovereigne Lord and Lady King William and Queen Mary Itt is 
recorded according to the directions of an Act of Parliament made in the first yeare of 
their Majesties reigne intitled An Act for exempting their Majesties protestant Subjects 
dissenting from the Church of England from the penalties of Certain laws that there is a 
Meeting House for the people of God called Quakers in the parish of the Holy Trinity in 
Guildford in the said County of Surrey. 

(Signed) Hump Abell. 

That “Meeting House in the parish of the Holy Trinity " would be the Gatehouse which appears 
to have served its purpose for over a Century until, as recorded in a Minute of the Sussex and 
Surrey Quarterly Meeting, in fourth month 1802 :-  

"Guildford M.M. report The Meeting House at Guildford being so far gone to decay that 
this Meeting requests the judgment of the Q.M. whether to repair or rebuild"  

and a Committee was appointed to join the Committee set up by Monthly Meeting. 

This brings us to consideration of the acquisition and building of our present premises.  
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The Present Meeting House 

At the Quarterly Meeting held in seventh month 1803; the Committee reported that it was 
thought better to build a new Meeting House than to repair the old premises : and a 
Committee was appointed to join the Guildford M.M. “in considering of a proper plan and to 
obtain an estimate of the expense".  The names of the Friends appointed were as below, and it 
will be seen later that some of them were “founders” of our present building as indicated by 
the initials on the "foundation bricks " in our present porch :-  

Morris Birkbeck.  John Pritchard. 
William Chandler.  Richard Kidd. 
Thomas Chandler.  Robert Moline. 

A Minute states that Robert Moline was desired to collect subscriptions: but, as will be seen 
later in these notes, the two Friends most prominently associated with the work were Morris 
Birkbeck and William Chandler. The work of construction and the raising of the funds spread 
over the years of 1804 and 1805, and into 1806; for it is recorded that on 7th of second month 
1806 took place "the first meeting in the new Meeting House.” In the meantime, it would 
seem, a room was hired. For that new Meeting House was purchased, for £105, the major part 
of our present plot of land. It was acquired from a Mr. Martyr whose name is commemorated 
in Martyr Road which now forms the T junction with Ward Street: but the piece of land 
forming our present frontage to Ward Street was not included. Our boundary was the wall of 
the corner building forming the corner of North Street and Ward Street (as now there) and a 
line continuing therefrom to the wall at the Northern limit. Thus, the only means of entrance 
and exit was from North Street (then the “ North Town Ditch " or sometimes named "Lower 
Back side") : and our gateway was in line with what is now the back wall of the Horse and 
Groom Inn. The piece of land over which we now have a flat roof was not included, that being 
then Town Waste land ; but that plot we purchased, for QS, from the "Mayor and Approved 
Men of Guildford" in 1827.  

Incidentally, the Minutes of the Sussex Surrey and Hants Q.M. in 1889 and 1890 record that 
the Guildford Corporation was then desirous of re-purchasing the piece of ground in question, 
for £40 : and that we consented to sell it. But a later Minute read "Reported that the 
Corporation now decline to purchase the piece of land as they cannot arrange for the publican 
to close his door which opens on to the waste." It would seem, however, that Friends in those 
days were willing to forego access to our premises from North Street and to be content with 
that from Ward Street (which, by that time, they possessed). It was in 1875 that the Society 
purchased (for £110) the plot bordering on the present Ward Street to which further 
reference will appear later (see Figure 3 – Plan of Meeting House (1805)).  

Before recounting the history of our first acquisition on that side of North Street, from Mr. 
Martyr, it is of interest to see what was the lay-out of the land thereabouts at about that time. 
Mention has already been made of a map dated 1739 made available by the Town Archivist, 
and on the town plan (see Figure 2 – Guildford Plan 1739) will be seen a reproduction 
therefrom of a part embracing our old Burial Ground plot and the garden of Mr. Martyr a part 
of which latter, in 1808, we purchased: this reproduction shows the immediate surroundings 
of those two properties, with identification of certain buildings, and indicates by lining the 
two plots which we acquired, viz. the Old Burial Ground and the plot on which our present 
premises stand.  

It will be noted that there were no roadways where are now Ward Street and Martyr Road. 
The roadway marked “Frog Lane" would seem to be that now known as Haydon Place.  
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It will be seen that in the position about where is now situated the Horse and Groom Inn, 
there stood Mr. Martyr’s Barn : and the Inn must have been built after the purchase of our 
present land in 1803, as the Conveyance refers to the barn. As regards the building depicted 
on the map as probably being the Engine House (or perhaps shed), that building was about 
where the Engine House now exists, but the present corner building is probably the successor 
to, and erected for the same purpose as, the building shown on the plan of 1739. These 
buildings had an interesting history. Those of us who remember that before the present 
building's use as a garage for the Constabulary, as now, it was the Town Fire Station, might 
assume that to have been the origin of the name "Engine House " which still appears on the 
front of the building -but we should be wrong, for another document in the writer's 
possession (again by the courtesy of the Deputy Town Clerk) contains the following 
information. 
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Reproduction from 
GUILDFORD PLAN of 1739. 

A. Abbot's Hospital. 
B. Abbot's Hospital Garden. 
C. The Crown Inn (with the " Gateway "). 
D. Approximate position of the Friends' Burial Ground (not to exact scale) : and of the 

Gatehouse. Approximate position of the present Friends' 
E. Meeting House site (not to exact scale). 
F. Trinity Church. 

 
1. Mr. Martyr’s Bam. 
2. Probably the house of the "Engine for the weighing of hay, &c." 

 
Figure 2 – Guildford Plan 1739 
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In 1741 a lease was granted by the Mayor and Approved Men of Guildford to one, Richard 
Withall, whereby for twenty-one years the latter was "To have and to hold - - all that parcel of 
Wast Ground lying in the North Town Ditch of Guildford - - the said Engine and the steel yard 
chains lines pulleys winches and all appurtenances thereunto belonging or now used for the 
weighing of hay or other loaded goods”. Curiously, however, no house or building is 
mentioned in the lease: but the Engine is described as “standing and being opposite to the 
back Gate of the Crown Inn".  Furthermore, a memorandum by Morris Birkbeck refers to the 
land being purchased in 1803 as being "behind the Weighing Engine": a plan which is attached 
to a Deed of the Guildford Corporation, dated 1870. shews the building as the "Engine House", 
and the Deed wording relates to the "house and engine for weighing hay opposite the back 
Gate of the Crown lnn".  At that time -- the plan discloses -- a section of the plot of land was 
used as a "Pound", that being at the extreme corner where now is Ward Street. (incidentally, 
the opinion has been expressed that the clock in the tower of the present Engine House is not 
more than about 100 years old).  

A side-light is cast by the map of 1739 upon the great changes which have occurred between 
then and now, in that the map bears a note that a recent census of Guildford disclosed that 
there were 536 families comprising 2,574 "souls" viz. 1,149 males, and 1,425 females !  

Returning now to the purchase of the land (in 1803) from Mr. Martyr, the surroundings of that 
piece of land are described in the Conveyance in the following manner:-  

ALL- that Garden or parcel of Garden Ground whereon a Banquetting or Summer 
House is or was erected - - - as the same was and is walled round, adjoining-  

On the South: The North Town Ditch and the Barn of John Martyr. 

On the East: The Garden and Building now belonging to John Rawlins and 
Edmund Elkins. 

On the North:  The Garden now in the occupation of John Grix and belonging to 
the Congregation of Dissenters in Guildford called Baptists. 

On the West:  The Barn and Yard of the said Edmund Elkins together with a 
Lane leading from Guildford to Stoke aforesaid called Frog Lane. 

 
By a memorandum in the hand-writing of Morris Birkbeck, it is recorded that on the 13th of 
seventh month 1805 it was agreed by him and William Chandler with John Martyr that there 
should be an adjustment of the area purchased : and therein the ground is described as being 
a “part of John Martyr's Garden, behind the Weighing Engine -- Sixty feet in length, on the East 
side from the Barn -- downward by Fifty feet in breadth, including the Mulberry Tree - -". 

Having acquired the land there was a lapse of time - as already mentioned - during which it 
would seem that Friends were busy in raising funds, after which a contract for the erection of 
our present building, and the furnishing thereof, was entered into, this being dated August 
1805. Under that contract, John Silvester, a Carpenter, and Edmund Upton, a Bricklayer, 
undertook "to execute the several Works as mentioned in the Particulars and Specifications, 
according to Plans referred to and signed by us, to the entire satisfaction of Morris Birkbeck 
and William Chandler, and of their Surveyor, for the sum of Seven Hundred and Fifty-two 
Pounds, Twelve Shillings and Sixpence".  

Some further analysis of that estimated cost is practicable from a memorandum in the hand-
writing of, and signed by, Morris Birkbeck (whose name is usually given with the double "s” 
but who signs himself with one only). This is a foolscap sheet closely written on both sides, 
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recording a series of meetings most of which recorded negotiations with "John Martyre" 
concerning the extent of the ground, then part of the latter's garden, which we were to have : 
but also bearing on the construction of the building to be erected. –  

The memorandum is headed 

MEMORANDUM ABOUT THE NEW MEETING HOUSE. 
PROPOSED TO BE ERECTED AT GUILDFORD (1805). 

and the following entry supplies the analysis above mentioned. 

“8 mo. 2nd. At William Chandler’s house. 

Present Morris Birkbeck, William Chandler, Richd. Kidd, John Prichard, Thomas 
Chandler, of the Committee, and our Friend John Bevans of Plaistow, Builder and 
Surveyor; when John Bevans produced a fresh plan of a Meeting House, four feet wider 
than one that had before been produced ; viz: Forty Feet long & 26 feet wide within the 
Walls ; and a Cloak room the same dimensions as before; viz. Fourteen Feet by Eleven 
Feet within or clear of Walls; this proposed alteration or enlargement, being maturely 
considered, and thought to be eligible, was unanimously agreed to; when the Carpenter 
& Bricklayer, being sent for, were called in ; and Edmund Upton, the Bricklayer, agreed 
to execute the Bricklayer's Work for a Meeting-House, as above, 40 feet long, 8: 26 feet 
wide, within the clear of Walls. on the Ground-plan, & to the heights specified in the 
Particulars, also the Cloak Room, as above, and so specified -for the sum. of Three 
Hundred Pounds ; and to execute the other, or extra Brickwork, at Thirteen Guineas p. 
Rod: Ile also agreed, at the same time, that, should the Work, through his neglect, not 
be got forward, so as to be covered in by or before the latter end of the tenth month, 
October, in this year, that he will, at his own expense, make good any injury or Damage 
occasioned by the Frost.   

"Also, John Silvester, the Carpenter, agreed to finish the Meeting-House, and Cloak-
Room, to the last Plan; his part of the Work, as specified in the Particulars, for the sum 
of Four Hundred and Fifty Pounds; and to tongue the Floor and Platforms for the 
additional Sum of Two Pounds twelve shillings and Sixpence." 

Then, following a further entry indicating that the original price for the land agreed with Mr. 
Martyr was £100, but for an extension of the ground a further £5 was agreed, there appears 
this note:-  

"N.B. John Bevans having made some alterations in the Plan and Specification since our 
first agreement, with the Builders; particularly restricting the Carpenter to the use of 
Yellow Deal in Pannels of Wainscot &c. which may amount to 20% or 25% in his 
disfavour; also in the dimentions of 2 or more of the Windows to abt. the same amount, 
John Silvester leaves the difference to our generosity. In the Brickwork there is to be an 
additional dwarf Wall, under the door, 5 instead of 4, for which we have agreed to pay 
as for the outer fence, at the rate of 3 Guins. p. Rod ; also to allow something for extra 
depth of Foundation of part of the Meeting House. 8 mo. 22nd. 1805. Wm. Chandler 
present."  

The wording of the contract itself is interesting and such wording appears in Appendix B of 
these notes. It will be seen that fairly full particulars were set forth as to what was expected of 
the Carpenter and the Bricklayer, with much shorter references to the work to he carried out 
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by Plasterer, Painter, Plumber, Mason and Smith. Presumably, the Carpenter and Bricklayer 
were, in effect, the contractors, and their price (as quoted above) would be intended to 
include the cost to those two of the sub-contracting for the other work : but, by reason of the 
revision already mentioned, the ultimate cost worked out at a substantially higher figure (an 
eventuality not entirely unknown in the present day !). As already mentioned, the building 
was completed and ready for use early in 1806.  

Unfortunately, the original plan (mentioned in the contract) is not with our records: but there 
is another plan which, although dated 1875 - and showing the piece of ground added in that 
year to our original plot - would seem to show correctly the building just as it was erected and 
furnished in 1805/6. A copy of that later plan is here produced : and by it, together with the 
original Specification, a number of interesting features are disclosed. In the first place, we see 
that what is now used as our normal Meeting accommodation was originally the “Men's 
Meeting," and that the rear portion (behind the present folding partition) was the "Women's 
Meeting", our present low-ceilinged Committee room being a part of the original building 
when it was the "Cloak Room" and the present kitchen being originally only an uncovered 
yard. 

Secondly, the rear portion of the Meeting House - the “Women’s , Meeting" - was the same 
height as the front portion, there being then no upstairs room. Thirdly, there was no porch-
way to the entrance of the Meetinghouse, nor any lobby (as now) to the "Cloak Room" 
entrance. Furthermore, it is clear from the Specification that the partition between the "Men's 
Meeting" and the “Women's Meeting" was a fixture excepting for a central strip, 5ft. 6ins. in 
height, which consisted of "Shutters framed with double panels, filled in with sawdust 
between the panels ; the said shutters being hung with platted sash-lines and iron or lead 
weights in the same manner as sashes are hung."  

 



Early Quakerism in Guildford 

 

31 

 
Figure 3 – Plan of Meeting House (1805) 

Presumably, for Meetings for Worship men and women Friends would meet together in the 
"Men’s Meeting" but in those days - and for long afterwards - it was the custom for women 
Friends to gather separately for business meetings, such as Preparative Meetings and Monthly 
Meetings. Further information on this will appear in a later section of these notes dealing 
specifically with some old Minutes. (At the time when the present writer was a youth, it was 
the practice in Meetings for Worship for men to sit on one side of the Meeting House and 
women on the other: and women Friends met by themselves for Preparative Meeting, 
representatives seeking later admission to the men's Preparative Meeting if and when they 
had anything to lay before the men's .PM.). 

The sliding shutters between the “Men's Meeting" and the "Women's Meeting" would 
doubtless be raised when both sections of the Meeting House were required as 
accommodation, such as at Quarterly Meeting times. It is on record that Quarterly Meetings 
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were sometimes held at Guildford up to the year 1842 : but then, for some reason, they were 
not held again at Guildford until 1914. Major alterations were made to the Meeting House in 
1898 and again in 1913, at a combined cost approaching £600. These included the addition of 
the porch-way to the main entrance ; the construction of the upper room with staircase 
thereto and a lobby giving access to that staircase and to the ground-floor room at the rear; 
covering the space at the rear, shown on the plan as "yard” to form the present kitchen; 
altering the partitions to enable the Men’s and Women's portions of the Meeting House to be 
thrown into one, and to enable the Women's portion to be divided into two; and introduction 
of the present system of heating.  

On the original plan is wording in relation to the dotted line quadrangle between the building 
and where our present chestnut tree stands, as follows :-  

HENRY SPENCER 

buried here 

(by permission) 

1 8 3 5 . 

No record has been traced as to the identity of Henry Spencer (excepting that he was 17 years 
of age when he died; that he had resided at Shalford and that he was a son of Thomas and 
Esther Spencer, both of whom died at Dorking): nor as to the “permission" for this burial in 
the land which does not appear to have been used for such a purpose at any other time. 

Regarding the furnishings for the Meeting House, the Specification - as also the plan of 1875-
indicate that the Ministers' Gallery was as at present (the raised seating against the wall) ; 
that the seating immediately in front thereof was then on a platform; that there was fixed 
seating on the other three sides of the "Men's Meeting" (this being practicable because of the 
fixed partition), and fixed seating on two sides of the "Women's Meeting". There were also 
raised platform for the rear seating on two sides of the "Men's Meeting" and for the rear 
seating on two sides of the "Women's Meeting” as well as at what was, apparently, the head of 
the "Women's Meeting".  

According to the contract, the furnishings also were to include provision of “Twelve Forms, 
with Elbows and Backs to a Pattern ; the Seats Inch and half Deal thirteen inches wide" &c. 
Doubtless these are the not very comfortable forms upon which we sit on Sunday mornings 
(and at other times), though a recent count disclosed only eleven such forms. Perhaps when 
the building was actually being furnished it was found that eleven would be a sufficient 
number.  

As previously mentioned, it was in 1875 that Friends acquired the piece of ground bordering 
on Ward Street. Sometime between 1803 and such later year, a part of Mr. Martyr's land must 
have been transferred by him to the Revd. Edward John Ward (of East Clandon) who opened 
up a roadway where Ward Street now is, and also one where is now Martyr Road (unless the 
latter had been opened up by Mr. Martyr before transfer to Mr. Ward): and in 1870 the Town 
Corporation bought from the Revd. Ward a plot for the purpose of extending the Engine House 
to its present limit. Then, in 1875, we purchased the adjoining plot so gaining our present 
access to our premises from Ward Street. In our Deed it is specified that Mr. Ward was to give 
Friends "a perpetual right of way and road over Ward Street and Martyr Road in the same 
manner as they would have had if such roads had been opened to the public": and we were 
under obligation to pave the footway on our frontage.  
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A further condition in that Deed was that we should not erect on the premises a house of less 
value than £20 p.a., or any house for the sale of intoxicating drinks-which latter requirement 
probably leads to the Hotel now on the other side of Ward Street being a Temperance Hotel2.  

Raising of funds for the “new” building 

Amongst the records we have copies of accounts and of very interesting letters most of which 
were written by or to Morris Birkbeck. We have already seen that he, William Chandler, and 
Robert Moline were the more prominent Friends associated with the establishment of the 
new Meeting House, Robert Moline having been “desired to collect the subscriptions": but, 
from the correspondence preserved, it would seem that Morris Birkbeck shouldered by far 
the greater share of responsibility. Curiously, nothing appears as to the official position of any 
of these Friends. We may assume that Robert Moline was to be Treasurer, but whether Morris 
Birkbeck was Clerk of the Guildford Monthly Meeting (as it then was), and in what capacity 
William Chandler was acting, does not seem to be on record.  

From the Burial records at Friends House, it is traced that Robert Moline was a Banker, of 
Godalming, who died in 1834, age 77, and was buried at Godalming. The same records 
disclose the tragic family history that in 1793, and again in 1796, Robert Moline and his wife 
Elizabeth lost infant children, viz. Ann Moline who died at seven months of age. and Richard at 
sixteen months, both having been buried at Godalming. (In one document, Robert Moline is 
described as "a Grocer of Godalming”).  

No more information seems to be available regarding William Chandler excepting that he 
appears to have been "a mealman of Godalming."  

But a fuller record exists concerning Morris Birkbeck, the following having been taken from 
"The Birkbecks of Westmorland" by Robert Birkbeck, F.S.A. (1900) :-  

MORRIS BIRKBECK of Wanborough, Surrey, eldest son of William and Sarah, born at 
Settle, 4th Novr. 1734. From a letter in the box of papers, he would seem in 1784 to 
have been engaged in an insurance business in London, Birkbeck and Blakes.  

On his second marriage he is described in the Friends Register as “late of Settle". In 
1773 he was in America inspecting an estate of 1,280 acres near New Garden, in North 
Carolina, which he purchased; but he returned to England in 1774 and, later on, settled 
at Wanborough near Guildford.  

He married first, 9th July 1762, at Wray, Lancashire, Hannah Bradford of Lancaster; she 
died 27th Jany. 1764, buried at Settle, leaving one son Morris. He married, secondly, 
22nd Aug. 1776, at Ballytore, Co. Kildare, Sarah daughter of David and Ann Hall, late of 
Skipton, Yorks.: she died without issue, 17th March 1804, buried at Guildford.  

Morris Birkbeck died 4th April, 1816, and was buried at Guildford. 

And the following is an extract from a Testimony of 1817 :- "We believe it may be said that he 
who is described to be the morning light of those who are willing to receive it became also the 
evening song of our dear Friend, inducing us to trust that his sun set in brightness and he, like 
a shock of corn fully ripe, is gathered into the garner of rest and peace".  

                                                 
2
 Now Guildford Institute (1 Ward Street) 
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Although Morris Birkbeck had only one child, that child- "Morris Birkbeck the second" (born 
1764)-had four sons, including "Morris Birkbeck the third" and three daughters. He, M.B. the 
second, in 1794, was living at Wanborough, farming 1,600 acres and was "considered a 
gentleman farmer of the first order, and in advance of his age". He had a flock of merino sheep, 
apparently the first introduction of that breed into England. His political views seem to have 
been so advanced that he thought it "advisable to leave England, and he purchased 16,000 
acres in Illinois, where he founded the town of New Albion".  He was an author, botanist and 
geologist, as well as a farmer-altogether ‘man of parts." He was drowned when swimming his 
horse across the river Wabash in Illinois, in June 1825.  

Though nothing has been traced as to the capacity in which Morris Birkbeck, the eldest, acted 
for the Guildford M.M., it appears that in seventh month 1799 Morris Birkbeck Junr. was 
appointed Clerk of the Surrey Quarterly Meeting; but in first month 1800 it is minuted that 
"Morris Birkbeck having requested to decline acting," John Townsend was appointed in his 
place. All three of the Friends named earlier (Robert Moline, William Chandler and Morris 
Birkbeck) were themselves generous donors to the fund, but as to steps taken for raising the 
fund only those of Morris Birkbeck can be recounted.  

Some of the letters have a very human touch, and many show that the problems involved in 
soliciting subscriptions in those days were not dissimilar from those of the present day! Many 
of Morris Birkbeck’s letters were lengthy, and it is to be remembered that there were then no 
facilities for typing or duplicating : and it is clear that M. B. must have spent a considerable 
amount of time in his successful efforts to raise finance. His letters spread over the years 1803 
to lS06. Space, in these notes, will only permit inclusion of a few of the shorter letters.  

Commencing with 1803, we find that Morris Birkbeck had to write twice, before drawing a 
response, to a nephew : the following being his second letter and the reply thereto:-  

Guildford 11 mo. 21st, 1803. 

Dear Nephew, 

More than seven weeks ago I wrote to thee at the request of our Friends, with a 
Subscription we have entered into for a new Meeting House at this place ; wishing to 
avail ourselves of the kind proposal of assistance from Friends with you: but, hearing 
nothing of the matter am apprehensive my letter must have miscarried, or been 
mislaid; John Waller called at the Counting House in Helen's [presumably St. Helen's, 
London City] last week to enquire about it, but not meeting with thee or thy Brother he 
left a message I believe. Should the letter have miscarried, I may just mention that our 
small Meeting had subscribed £250; it is now upwards of £260. The estimate of the 
most approved plan amounts, nearly, to £600. We doubt not of your liberality from 
former acquaintance; but desirous that no time may be lost, unnecessarily, we shall be 
glad to hear of thy success as soon as maybe.  

My Dear Sarah continues very poorly; she unites in love to thee and thy Esther who we 
hope is well recovered from her late confinement, with her little one ; we heard but 
lately of its arrival. The three sisters have had seven each, I think. Our daughter, 
Prudence, has treated the Grandmother with a sight of little Charles-the Family is well. 
I remain thy affectionate kinsman,  

      M. BIRKBECK.   
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London 11 mo. 23. 1803. 

Dear Uncle, 

Both thy favours have been received and I hope in the course of a few days to return 
the List. Lately I have had such a variety of engagements arising from different causes 
that the subject in question has not claimed my attention, and I am in some degree 
doubtful if the friends of this part of the Country in consequence of our separation will 
meet the ideas which you may entertain respecting their Liberality.  

I am with Love in which my Esther unites to thee and Aunt 

    Thine affectionately, 

     W. F. REYNOLDS. 

It is not on record whether or not M. B. proved to be over optimistic as to the "ideas which he 
entertained respecting the liberality of Friends, in consequence of separation" ! Incidentally, 
the reference to “separation" was, doubtless, an allusion to the splitting-up of the Surrey Q.M. 
which had taken place: whereby Dorking M.M. and Guildford M.M. were joined with Sussex 
M.M., while Kingston, Wandsworth and Croydon M.M. was linked with London and Middlesex 
Q.M.  

In 1804 M. B, wrote to a certain John Townsend, some of the "affluent" members of whose 
Meeting appear to have been "holding back," as follows:- 

Guildford, 1st mo. 12th. 1804. 

I replied in course to thy favour respecting our Subscription. I do not marvel at some 
even of the Affluent holding back ; it commonly is the case but I trust not many with 
you will so do; perhaps thou hast not met with our Friend Thomas Howard; not 
recollecting to have seen his name; he, particularly, expressed his approbation, 
recommending our application to you for assistance, with divers others; but I have not 
the List at hand: I shall be glad to hear of thy further success; and receive the List as 
soon as convenient. 

Another Friend who, apparently, was "affluent," viz. David Barclay (presumably of the 
Banking or Brewery family) seems to have felt that too many calls were being made on such 
as he, for he wrote in 1805:-  

Walthamstow 10th. of 6th. mo. 1805. 

Esteemed Friend, 

I enclose a draft for Twenty Pounds, as I am informed thou expected to End a difficulty 
in raising the sum wanted for a new meeting house at Guildford; otherwise I should 
have given only ten pounds, which I think is a sufficient sum for those who are so often 
applied to on similar and almost every occasion.   
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I hope the plan and estimate of the new house will be submitted to John Bevans, as well 
for its convenience, as to prevent the imposition of Country workmen.  

   I am thy affectionate Friend, 

     DAVID BARCLAY. 

 
Addressed to :- 

Morris Birkbeck, 
Fox Ordinary Court, 
Lombard Street. 

That this request as regards John Bevans was followed will appear later. 

In 1806, a Friend who seems to have been somewhat illiterate and who, poor fellow, was “out 
of a job," wrote to M. B. thus :- 

Norwich 18 of 3rd. month 1806 

Respected Friend, 

Morrice Burbeck. 

I shall be much obliged to thee to advance the five pounds which I consented to give 
towards the Meeting house, as I have not had an opportunity of sending it. at the Yearly 
Meeting I shall be in London when I hope to have the pleasure of seeing thee, and 
discharging my debt. I have not heard of any Situation yet. please to give my love to 
Friend Chandlers and the rest of the Friends. Lawrence Candler desired to be 
remembered to thee.  

    Thy Respectfully, 

     ROBERT WRIGHT. 

N.B. I suppose William Chandler to not know of any Situation for me as I should be very 
happy to hear of one as thear is no prospect of my getting one heare.  

One is left wondering whether M. B. did feel able to advance the £5 and, if so, whether he was 
fortunate enough to recover the sum-at Yearly Meeting or otherwise! 

That John Bevans was consulted is indicated by other documents as well as by the succeeding 
letter which he wrote to M.B. in 1806 :- 

Dear Cousin, 

Thou will see that I have taken some pains to shew the level of the Court, to prevent 
the sad consequences that would in all probability arise to the Building were it not 
done, not-withstanding (to my astonishment) it seemed with difficulty that it was 
fallen in witl1 by some. I hope thou wilt with thy Friend Wm. Chandler see it 
compleatly and properly executed as it is of much consequence. I have explained it to 
the Bricklayer as well as to thyself, I therefore expect that the Plan will be easily 
understood.  
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I have looked over the bills and find the Charges reasonable. With respect to the 
quantity of Work, I cannot be a judge of the correctness of it, as I was not present to see 
it done. The Bricklayer has not given the dimensions of the Walls. I therefore cannot 
tell whether the Quantities are correct or not.  

I am with kind love in which my 
Tabitha joins thy affectionate 
Friend 

     JOHN BEVANS. 

Plaistow 
26th. of 4th. mo. 1806 

That even in June 1806, after the Meeting House had been in use some months, there 
was still a shortage to be made up-though Morris Birkbeck was nearing the end of his 
labours-is indicated by this final quotation of a letter written by him to a certain John 
Corbyn :-  

Holbourn, 6 mo. 2nd. 1806. 

Estd. Friend, 

As thou wast so kind as to propose contributing towards our new Erection for a 
Meeting House at Guildford should we fall short in the end; therefore, not finding thee 
in the Counting-House, I take the liberty of informing thee that this proves to be the 
case, though some of us have been pretty industrious, in our endeavours to avoid 
having recourse again to the generous at a distance: we are now about £40 short, it 
was finished, with great economy, about two months ago. I remain, with love to self  
and Family.  

    Thy Friend, 

     M. BIRKBECK. 

P.S. 
Perhaps Thomas Waller can 
convey it to his Father with 
little trouble. 

Whilst this correspondence was passing, a letter from Morris Birkbeck (not here quoted) to 
Robert Moline discloses that he was asking R. M. for an interim report as to the financial 
progress: and the following is the reply drawn from Robert Moline:-  
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Godalming 6 mo. -1th. 1805. 

Esteemed Frd., 

Thine this morning I received.-and in answer I have sent ye whole amount of ye 
Subscription, and what was subscribed in London together on one side and at y° 
bottom of this y° account thou requested. I am concerned to End thy cold is so 
troublesome, but hope thou will have a little rest and it will get better.  

   in haste I remain Thy Fd., 

      Robt. Moline. 

 
Figure 4 – Account (1) 

The last note is in the handwriting of Morris Birkbeck, and it is interesting that, in the original, 
he makes the last stroke of the M to be the first stroke of the B, as a monogram: and that is 
how his initials appear on the "foundation brick" in our porchway. It is not surprising that M. 
B. could not "comprehend" the account, for as we have already seen it is clearly established 
that the price paid for the ground was £105. The £100 allowed by Robert Moline for the old 
Meeting House was obviously an estimate, and we shall see later that there was actually 
realised a sum of £75 for "Materials of the old Buildings."  The following is one list of 
subscriptions, obviously not a complete one, which is amongst our papers, It is interesting to 
note the liberality of the Birkbeck and Chandler families, as well as of some others: for £30-or 
even £10-was quite a substantial sum of money in those times. Anyone who has acted as 
Treasurer of any fund will have considerable sympathy with Wm. Marten who declared that 
he “had done the best he could" !  
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A List of a Subscription for the purpose 
of Building a new Meeting House at Guildford. 9 mo. 1803. 

 
Figure 5 – Account (2) 

 

We can now set out a statement of account which was presented to Monthly Meeting (at 
Godalming) in First month, 1807, from which it will be seen that the cost incurred at that date 
was £1120, and that although this was more than covered by income " there still remained 
work to be done."   
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Account respecting Guildford New Meeting House. 

 
Figure 6 – Account (3) 

 

It is here that we note the amount of the "Bricklayers and Carpenters Bills with other 
expenses attending," viz. £980, to have been substantially more than their original contract 
price of £752. 12/6d.  

In any event, a cost in that period of anything like £1,000 additional to the purchase of the 
land (and even allowing for the “furnishings") seems to have been a heavy sum for Friends to 
meet : and this was by no means an isolated case, for other Meeting Houses were built in 
Surrey and Sussex in the years preceding 1800, and Brighton Meeting House dates also from 
1805.  

Our documents include a carefully written statement containing the names of 130 Friends 
who subscribed the sum of £1,022. 7/- appearing in the foregoing account, and furthermore 
the statement analyses the sum into Meetings. As indicating the wide support which was 
received by Guildford Friends, it is thought worth while to show the entries, as follows:-   
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Cash on account of the New Meeting House at Guildford,  

 
Figure 7 – Account (4) 

Another document enables us to analyse further the outgoings of £1,120, as follows :- 

 
Figure 8 – Account (5) 
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The item for “1000 bricks for the old bur. ground" doubtless was for the walling in of that 
ground (at the end adjoining the "North Town Ditch") after demolition of the old building on 
that ground. The item "Beer for workmen 13/Sd." will be noted !  

For the sake of completeness, and for future reference, there is included here a plan, supplied 
by Hubert Lidbetter, F.R.I.B.A.. of our premises as at the present date (1952).  

 
Figure 9 – Plan of Meeting House (1952) 

Foundation Brick 

Reverting to the initials appearing on the bricks within the porch-way on each side of the 
entrance to the Meeting House (to which reference was made at the commencement), it is 
now reasonable to assume that the identity of some of the founders probably was as follows:- 
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Sides of entrance 

Left hand Right hand. 

"J.T." John Trimmer.  “G.H.C. 1805"  ? 

"J.T." ?  "W.T."  Willm. Tupper 

"T.C." Thomas Chandler. “MB l805" Morris Birkbeck. 

"W.I.W." ?  “W.C."  William Chandler. 

“T.W.” ?  “C.W."  Caleb Wood. 

   “J.C. 1805" John Cook. 

It is rather surprising that no initials appear for Robert Moline who was “desired to collect 
subscriptions," and who himself contributed £20. 
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Old Time Minutes 

In sorting out the Minutes of our Meetings bearing upon the main subject of these notes, many 
others of much interest have been perused; and it is thought worth while to include some of 
them which are set out following under four headings, viz. (l) Status of Guildford Meeting : (2) 
Relating to meetings of women Friends : (3) Marriage notifications: and (4) Disciplinary 
Minutes. The head-note to the first sheet appearing in what seems to have been the first 
Minute Book of the Guildford Monthly Meeting (dating from 1668) is of interest, viz. :-  

THE PROCEEDINGS of Friends about Godalming, Guildford, Sheere, Myrrow, 
Warnbarrow, Purbright, Warplesden and Oakinge [Woking], at their Monthly Meetings 
held at the places and times hereafter mentioned as followeth.  

The first Minute entered related to a meeting at Guildford “the 2nd. day of the 8th. month 
l668." 

(1) Status of Guildford Meeting 

Guildford M.M. 1703.  “It was moved at the last Quarterly Meeting about the weekly 
meeting at Godalming being lett fall and that meeting left it to the 
Monthly Meeting to endeavour to revive it."   

Guildford M.M. 1711.  “ This meeting finding that diverse friends within the compas of 
this Monthly Meeting are backward in appearing heare or wholly 
neglect the service thereof desire the friends following to use their 
endeavours to provoke them to it for the time to com." [Names 
follow].  

“The proposal from the Quarterly Meeting concerning a preparative 
meeting being seryously weighed and considered of wee doe not 
find any need of establishing such a meeting amongst us our 
monthly meetings fully answering the service as we can propose in 
such a meeting." 

Guildford M.M. 1712. " Our friends Nathaniel Owen and Isaac Tonison having sent a paper 
to the meeting by order of the Quarterly Meeting which were read 
shewing thereof ye usefullness of a p/parative nieetg preseding each 
Monthly Meeting which being considered friends returne the 
following answer to the next Quarterly Meeting, viz. 
notwithstanding the reason there given wee doe think the practise 
wee are in is sufficent to answer the need therein proposed." 

Guildford M.M. 1778. John Poynton expressed a concern for a meeting at Sheer. 

Surrey Q.M. 1786. "This meeting leaves each Monthly Meeting to their liberty with 
regard to holding Preparative Meetings when they see occasion." 

Sussex and Surrey Q.M. 
1835. 

"Guildford M.M. report their Meeting Houses registered." 

“Committee to visit Guildford M.M. Reported are of opinion that the 
numbers of members thereof is ton small properly to constitute a 
M.M. Nothing appears to your Committee so eligible as a junction of 



Early Quakerism in Guildford 

 

45 

the two particular meetings of Kingston and Esher to Guildford M.M. 
Consideration postponed."  

Sussex and Surrey Q.M. 
1836. 

"junction with Kingston and Esher. London and Middlesex QM. to be 
approached." 

  "Guildford M.M. ask assistance of Q.M. respecting a refusal of 
Godalming Mtg. to allow interment of a Friend not a member of that 
meeting. Committee of M.M. report only room for 12 graves not one 
quarter of the number of members at this time of Godalming 
Particular Meeting. Q.M. decides that Minute of 1834 granting right 
of burial should be rescinded."   

  Q.M. at Guildford reported that London and Middlesex Q.M's 
Committee do not under all the circumstances think it expedient to 
recommend the adoption of the proposition [for junction with 
Kingston and Esher].  

  Later that year, Committee on Guildford M.M. reported that it did 
not see its way open to make any other proposition.  

Sussex and Surrey Q.M. 
1838. 

Reported that in Guildford P.M. men and women Friends would sit 
together. 

Sussex and Surrey Q.M. 
1840. 

Held at Guildford. Committee appointed to visit Guildford M.M. 
reported that "either the junction of Guildford M.M. with that of 
Dorking and Horsham should be made, or that a standing 
Committee should be appointed to attend the M.M. of Guildford and 
assist in conducting the business thereof."  

  At a subsequent meeting of the Q.M. (in first month 1841) it was 
reported that Guildford M.M. had decided to join with Dorking and 
Horsham M.M.  

Sussex and Surrey Q.M. 
1847. 

Reported that at Guildford and Godalming Preparative Meeting, 
men and women were to sit together, and Preparative Meetings 
were to be held alternately at Godalming and at Guildford, Meeting 
for Worship to be omitted at the other Meeting when P.Ms. are held.  

Sussex and Surrey Q.M. 
1852. 

Reported that Worplesdon Burial Ground had been disposed of. 

 

Guildford Preparative Meeting. 

In reference to the foregoing M.M. Minutes of 1711 and 1712, and the Surrey Q.M. Minute of 
1786 relating to the subject of the holding of Preparative Meetings, the earliest record of the 
Guildford Friends meeting as a Preparative Meeting is that contained in a book which is in our 
possession covering the period from 1819 to 1839. At the commencement of that book 
appears the following entry :-  
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Yearly Meeting. 

It is the judgment of this Meeting that the holding of Preparative Meetings, under 
suitable regulations, may be of real advantage where Monthly Meeting consist of two 
or more Particular Meetings; and that the proper business of such meetings is-  

To enquire after Births, Burials and Removals, in order to carry accounts thereof to the 
Monthly Meeting: To read and consider the Queries, as settled by the Yearly Meeting, 
and conclude on answers to them, except to the 11th, 12th, 14th, and 15th, and the 
latter part of the 13th; in writing if convenient.  

To appoint Representatives to the Monthly Meeting. 

If Overseers or other concerned Friends incline to consult the Preparative Meeting, 
before they report cases of delinquincy to the Monthly Meeting, they may do so; but the 
Preparative Meeting should not make a record thereof. 1794.  

It is agreed that the following be the Queries for the Men’s Meetings; and that - - - 

[Here follows an apportionment of the Queries into four divisions for consideration at 
three monthly intervals]. 

Then are set out the 15 Queries, the first of which reads:- “Are meetings for worship and 
discipline kept up, and do Friends attend them duly, and at the time appointed ; and do they 
avoid all unbecoming behaviour therein?" (Following the Queries, the entry sets out eight 
General Advices). At the first Preparative Meeting recorded in the book under date the 26th. 
of 9th. month 1819, at which were "present most of our members," the reply appearing to the 
first Query (quoted above) reads thus :-   

“I. Meeting for Worship and discipline are kept up, meetings on first day mornings and 
for discipline are pretty well attended, but there appears a deficiency on first day 
afternoons and on week days, the time appointed is nearly kept to, and unbecoming 
behaviour is avoided except an appearance of drowsiness in a few. Admonition has 
been give to some of the remiss."  

The Minutes show that Preparative Meeting was held every few months (with intervals of 
between three and six months) ; and it is remarkable that Minute No. 1 for each such meeting 
ends with a similar reference to drowsiness on the part of some Friends, with some variations 
in the wording concerning the giving of admonition which sometimes reads that "no recent 
admonition appears to have been given " ! But in the Minutes for the last two meetings there 
recorded, viz. for 12th. month 1838, and 3rd, month 1839, no reference is made to 
Drowsiness (which may or may not have been associated with a change of Clerkship which 
appears to have occurred !).  

(2) Relating to Meetings of Women Friends 

Guildford M.M.1671. In fifth month was read a letter from George Fox regarding 
establishment of Women's Meetings, and the following Minute was 
adopted. "The proposition of George Fox to friends touching the 
women friends meetinge to consider alsoe of things relatinge to the 
good of friends in generall was at this meeting taken into 
consideration and by them it was thought meet that the same be 
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proposed to the women amongst all friends belonging to this 
meetinge as allsoe that the sd women be desired to come to our 
meeting on the first sixth day of the weeke in the 7th. month next 
further to consider of (and order) the same.  

  In seventh month, appears the following. "In answer to ye Councell 
and advice concerning a Womans meeting it being heare weighed 
men friends are generally of a beleife ye women meeting once a 
month the time of mens meeting may be of service And severall 
women being then present and met did conclude to meete againe 
next mens meeting and that other women be stirred up to meet ye 
and so to weight on ye Lord for counsell in what they may be 
serviceable."  

Surrey Q.M. 1763. "This meeting taking into consideration that several Meetings are 
still deficient in the establishment of Womens Monthly Meetings, it 
is therefore earnestly recommended that such meetings may be 
established as speedily as may be." 

Guildford M.M. 1705. “The Quarterly Meeting recommends the matter of a womens 
meeting quarterly to be sett up to be further considered of and 
answer given the next Quarterly Meeting touching the same."  

  It was resolved by Friends at the succeeding Quarterly Meeting that 
"the said proposition be dropt." 

Subsequently, however, separate Quarterly Meetings for women Friends were set up; and 
there is a Minute Book of the Surrey Q.M. Women‘s Meeting covering the period 1736 to 1802. 
From this are quoted the following Minutes some of which are rather amusing. The duties of 
the women Friends seem to have consisted mainly in receiving, from M.M.s, answers to Query, 
and making of collections for poor members: but the first Minute quoted is typical of many.  

Reigate. 1743. "Pretty large appearance of Friends but not any business.". 

Capell. 1739 “We had a large aprance of Eds one from Kingstone one from Gilford 
one from Godleyman and severill from Darking and maney Ffds 
belonging to this place hews [whose] names are hear writen [16 
names follow] and many others to teduise to mainson " [too tedious 
to mention].  

Dorking. 1754. "This meeting having been much favoured with divine goodness, a 
motion was made for making a collection for the benefit of some 
poor Fds to be handed as an additional present over and above the 
common perquisites bestowed upon them and it being joined with 
there was collected £5/- wh was thus distributed  

  to the widow Wollvin 10/- 
    Dibble  8/- 
    Mary Ravis 7/- 

This meeting now adjourns under a sense of divine regard." 
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Guildford. 1763. “Several of our men Friends finding a concern to sit with us their 
visit was acceptably received.”  

Kingston. 1781. “ United M.M. report that enquiry hath been made concerning the 
payment of tythes and attending publick places of diversion 
excepting one instance in Kingston Particular Meeting Friends are 
pretty generally clear of such disagreeable and pernicious 
practices.”  ["United M.M." was the name of Kingston, Wandsworth 
and Croydon M.M. which was formed in 1778 by the junction of 
what were previously three separate Monthly Meetings].  

Godalming. 1794. “May Waring appointed Clerk. Committee to visit M.Ms. report that 
state of things mournfully low in this County, yet were comforted in 
observing a few sincere hearted Friends in each place concerned for 
the revival of the discipline in its various branches. An appointment 
of Overseers hath taken place in Guildford MLM. only." [Nothing, 
apparently, done at Dorking or United M.M.-  which later became 
Kingston M.M.].  "A nomination of Elders hath taken place in each 
M.M.”  

A number of the Minutes of this Women‘s Q.M. relate to information passed to them from the 
Men's Meeting as to decisions which the men had taken : but the views or opinions of women 
Friends on those matters do not seem to have been sought !  

(3) Marriage Notifications 

Guildford 1669. "Andrew Russell of Alton propounded a purpose of marriage 
betwene himselfe and Mary Copis of Elsted, but spakeing of it after a 
Light manner and not givinge up himselfe to the judgmt of the truth 
in the matter (soe farr as friends could discerne at that time) but 
rather the Contrary, it was soe refered to the next Monthly Meeting 
before they could be free to take it into consideration."  

But at the next Monthly Meeting, Andrew and Mary were "liberated" under a certificate given 
to Alton M.M. ! 

Guildford M,M. 1671. "John Brounwell and Maryan Jacob both of Warplesdon came to this 
Meetinge and declared theire intentions of marriage wch friends 
takeing into consideration thought fitt they should continue as they 
were for about three` weekes' time and in the meantime it is 
thought convenient that Henry Gill, John Birt Thomas Seaman 
Thomas Russell' and Jacob Benbricke doe enquire and see that all 
things therein be Cleere and give them Information thereof in the 
time aforesd. This marriage was spoaken of to friends about six 
weekes since alsoe."  

 

What was the sequel does not appear, but let us hope that the Friends named found all things 
to be "cleare" ! 
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Guildford M.M. 1717. "Case of Guildford M.M. to Q.M. respect mixt marriages whereas 
persons who are professors of the Blessed Truth with us belonging 
to the saide meeting hae brought persons hither and proposed 
theire intentions of marriage with them among us who are not 
professors nor in unity with us but of another proftione [profession] 
Q.M. answer that it is contrary to the Law of God and the good order 
among friends."  

 

(4) Disciplinary Minutes 

The following Minutes are all of the Guildford M.M. 

1668 “At a meeting at Richard Bax's where friends mett out of Surry and Sussex in 
order to the welfaire of trueth Thomas Rawson of Farnburrough being found to 
walke contrary to the same to the dishonour of the Lord. It was then ordered that 
Robert Jure and George Wheeler should (as in the wisdom of God they should be 
directed) deale with ye said Thomas Rawson which the sd Robert Jure having 
done returnes this answer That the sd Thomas Rawson saith that friends have 
lost that power And therefore he had noe freedome to meet or joyne together wth 
them and his life doth spake forth his forsaking meeting together wth those that 
feare God, he threatening a man that was goeing over his ground that he might 
shoot him. And he spakenig to Henry Smith to agree wth Priest Blanchard for his 
Tythes wch practises are out of the trueth soe denyd by all who abide faithfull in 
the same." 

1675 "Where as a businesse of John Bowler of Godalming tuching coming from his 
father who threatened violence to him as that he would cut his throat with a 
penknife if he gave him the single language of thou and thee it was thought meet 
and ordered by friends that - - goe and spake with the said John Bowler father 
aboute the matter to see if they can appease him." 

 In the following month :-- 
- - hath spoken with the above sd John Bowller in the behalf of his son where upn 
his father received him againe promising to beare with his son and to behave him-
selfe more milde and gentle toward him than before he had done,"  

1676 Robert Street seems to have got into debt, and “friends advize to him was that he 
should strip himselfe naked and give up all that he hath to his Creditors and trust 
the Lord for the future for a supply and substance and we believe he will not want 
a supply." 

1691 "Friends of this meeting taking notice of the advize of the Yearly Meeting and 
feeling in them solace and travel on that behalfe doe exsite diligence in friends for 
the keeping up of their weekly meetings and observing too much omission Jon 
Cooup Joe Benbrick Caleb Woods do spake to such friends as they know subject to 
be wanting in that case and Hen Gill Robert Clinton John Smythe are desired to 
doe the like at Godalming Richard Baker Geo Beale the like at Warplesdon.” 

1693 James Causon was to be visited for non-attendance at Meeting. 
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1694 "A letter being read reed from James Cosson where in he refects upon the meeting 
as well as on particular friends in some of his writings. Appt. made to deale with 
him about the redections and accusations of his letter." 

1698 Friends were appointed to visit George Bicknell of Tongham, and this Minute 
records that " John Cooper after many endeavours used at length spake to him 
why he neglected meetings and the Worship of God with his people taxed before 
him the danger of his soe persisting charged him with some things contrary to 
Truth which Truth did disalow and witnesse against, namely his feeding and 
nursing of Game Cocks thereby propagating and Incouraging of loose vaine and 
Ryotuous Cooke matches which should rather be reproved and testified against." 

Apparently George had become a “back-slider” in his later years for in 1687 his house was 
registered as one of the meeting places for Friends !   

1706 "Friends observing the smallness of our Monthly Meetings of Business soe few 
friends attending the same that its desire notice may be given in each particular 
meeting on a first day perseeding every Monthly Meeting and friends stirred up to 
more diligent frequenting thereof."  

1730 “Friends to admonish Jno Tydy: extraordinary drinking which this meeting is 
informed he is guilty of also to desire they may have leave to take an Inventory of 
his goods in order after his deceas to sell and dispose of them to make some 
satisfaction for the mony he have had of friends."  

  And at a subsequent meeting :- . Fds appointed to spake to Jno Tydy report "he 
owns he has drank more than he ought or does him good promising amendment 
for ye future."  

and with that commendable undertaking from John, quotation from these interesting Minutes 
of olden times may, perhaps, suitably be drawn to a close.  

It is the fact that quite a large part of the time in Monthly Meetings was, in those days, 
occupied by disciplinary considerations, and one wonders whether many of us might not have 
fallen under the displeasure of those early Friends ! 

A final quotation shows that even Yearly Meeting was similarly exercised, as follows:-  

Yearly 
Meeting. 
1715. 

"To our great grief we End too many of our young men instead of observing the 
gosple exhortations to be sober-minded have given way to Lightness and Vanity 
and the pernicious effects thereof have led them into pride, so that some have cut 
off good heads of hair and put on long extravagant gay wiggs which they that are 
not of profession with us see are a mark of declencion from our primitive 
plainness: and likewise that our young women would cease from that unseemly 
and immodest appearance of their high heads and wearing the gowns set up like 
ye proud fashion mongers of the world."  
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Conclusion 

The collation of what appears in these notes has been of much interest to the writer, and it is 
hoped that the recounting of them may bring them with equal interest to others, especially 
those who are connected with our old-standing Meeting in Guildford.  

 

HERBERT ROWNTREE. 
May, 1952. 
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Appendix A 

A PETITION PRESENTED IN 1685. 

To the KNIGHTS and BURGESSES of the County and Borough Towns of SURREY, chosen 
MEMBERS of this present PARLIAMENT.  

The Suffering Case of the People called QUAKERS, in the said Towns and County, humbly 
presented. 

WE your Countryman, Friends, and Neighbours, in the Behalf of our selves and our suffering 
Friends, tenderly beseech your Christian Consideration of our deplorable suffering Condition, 
being purely for Conscience-sake towards the allpowerful God that made us.  

Many of us have been long and still are Prisoners in the County Prison for no other Cause than 
peaceably serving and worshipping the all-seeing God, and by Priests, Informers, 
Excommunications, and Non-payment of Fines, many and tedious have been our 
Imprisonments to the necessitating our Families, besides the great Spoil of our Goods upon 
the Conventicle Act, together with our hard Usage at Kingston by a Constable, where our 
Friends have been very grievously abused by pinching, punching, and thrusting into a nasty 
Ditch, so that one Woman had her Arm broke, and several sore bruised and maimed, that they 
were forced to keep their Beds a long Time after, narrowly escaping with their lives: And they 
have gotten those Hurts that they will feel as long as they live, only for meeting together to 
wait upon the Lord. And the numerous Convictions we lie under upon the Statute of 20£. per 
Month, besides the late Presentments upon the said Statute for Non-Conformity, which on our 
Parts is not from any Selfishness or Obstinancy, but singly in Obedience towards God, and to 
keep our Peace with him, who bears us Record therein, and though differing from others in 
some outward Circumstances, yet our Peaceable Deportment and Clearness from injuring any, 
testifies our Innocency.  

Therefore we intreat such tender charitable Construction of our Cause from you, according to 
your present Station and Capacity, as to endeavour and move for our Relief, that our Families 
may be preserved from Ruin and Spoil. So intreating you to consider our Case as your own, 
desiring the Lord to incline you to do as you would be done unto, wishing your Welfare and 
Prosperity in Mercy and Truth, we remain.  

Your loving Neighbours and Friends to the King and Kingdom. 

AMBROSE RIGG. 

GEORGE BEALE. 

NATHANAEL OWEN 
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Appendix B 

PARTICULARS FOR BUILDING A NEW MEETING HOUSE. &c. FOR THE SOCIETY OF FRIENDS, 
CALLED QUAKERS, AT GUILDFORD, SURREY. 

The Dimensions within the clear of the Walls as follows, viz. Forty Feet long, Twenty Six feet 
wide, and Eighteen Feet high between the Floor and Ceiling, The level of the Floor to be Nine 
Inches higher than the Level of the Ground of Yard or Court belonging to the same.  

Bricklayer-To dig out and clear away all the superfluous Earth &c. for the Foundations to the 
depths and width necessary for the same, The Footings to the two and half brick Walls to 
spread at bottom Three feet Ten inches, and to diminish to the thickness of Two and half 
bricks in five courses high. The Walls, from the top of the footings, up to the underside of the 
Floor, to be Two and half bricks thick, and from thence to the Raising-plate Two bricks thick. 
The Footings to be sunk as low as is necessary for to get a suitable solid Foundation. The Cloak 
Room adjoining to be Fourteen feet long, and Eleven feet wide, within the clear, and Eight feet 
high between the Floor and Ceiling, the -Floor to- be on a level with that of the Meeting House 
The Foundations to be the same depth, to spread at bottom Two Feet Seven Inches, and to 
diminish to Two bricks in Four courses high, to, be Two bricks thick from the Top of Footings 
to the underside of Floor, and from thence to the Raising-plate One and half brick thick. This 
Building to have a Parapet one brick thick to the Front and End next the Barn, the said Parapet 
to be coped with Portland or other Stone equally durable. To be one Chimney with proper 
Flue, constructed and carried up in such part of the Meeting House as shall be directed with a 
proper Shaft to the same. And a Brick Cornice formed all round under the Eaves of Meeting 
House. All the Windows and Door openings to have Twelve ind; gage Arches set in putty, and 
Four Inch Suits (?) and proper Ravels formed to receive all the Sash frames and Door frames 
and to bed all the said Fra;-ns with Hair mortar. The whole of the foregoing Brickwork to be 
done in a. sound and Workman like manner, using no other than sound hard burnt Stock 
Bricks, worked with a neat fiat joint, and no four course of Bricks to rise more than Eleven and 
half Inches. The mortar to be compounded of good grey Lime and a proper proportion of 
washed River Sand, well tempered. To be four or more Air holes under the Floor of the 
Meeting House, and Cloak Room, to admit of Air under the same.  

PLASTERER. The ceilings of Meeting House and Cloak Room to be Lath Plaster noted set and 
whited. The Walls to be floted render set and whited.  

CARPENTER. To provide two tire (P) of Bond timber to go round the Walls of Meeting House, 
Scantling 4 inch by 2½ inch, and one tire (?) of Chain bond about nine feet high above the 
Floor, Scantling 4½ inch by 4 inch. To be wooden Bricks 8 inches high from the Floor for the 
Cloak Room to fasten the skirting to, where there is no platform, also 4 wooden Bricks to each 
of the Jambs to Doors and Windows. To End Lintels to all the Door openings, of a proper 
width, and not less than 4 inches thick. To frame a Truss Roof with Four pair of Principals 
framed as shown in the Section, Tie Beams 9 inches by 7 inches, Raising Plate 8 inches by 7 
inch. Principal Rafters 7 inch by 7 inch, Interstices or Collars 9 inch by 7 inch. Queen post of 
Oak 8 inch by 7 inch. Poll Plates 6 inch by 3 inch. Common Rafters 5 inch by 2½ inch 12 inches 
apart. Purlins 5 inch by 5 inch. Hips and Ridges 9 4 inch by 2 inch. To be two Iron Straps and 
two Bolts to each pair of Principals. The Ceiling Floor to have binding Joist 6 inch by 5 inch. 
Ceiling Joist 4 inch by 2 inch ; the binding Joist not to exceed Eve Feet six inches apart, and the 
Ceiling Joist not more than twelve inches apart. The Roof to be boarded for Slates with three 
quarter Yellow Deal. The Eaves to have Rafters feet if found needful. To provide and lay Oak 
Sleepers or Plates on Dwarf Walls at a proper distance as shown in the Section ; to lay the Joist 
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of Floor upon said Sleepers. Scantling of Joist to Floor Gallery and Platforms, of Oak 5 inch by 
2; inch, and to be only twelve inches apart. Lay the Floors, Platforms &c. with Inch and quarter 
Yellow Deal, listed clear of Sap, to each Room, and tongue the same. Finishing. Fix a framed 
Partition to divide the Meeting House, as shown in the Plan. The Upright to have Inch and 
quarter Deal Pulley-Pieces, and Inch Deal Linings on each side, 2¼ inch Brass Axle Pullies and 
proper Beads ; to have Shutters framed with double Panels, filled in with Sawdust between 
the Panels; the said shutters to be hung with platted Sash Line and Iron or Lead weights in the 
same manner as Sashes are hung. To be a Partition with framed Linings, Bead and Butt on 
each side, three Feet three inches high from the Floor below the Shutters, and from the top of 
the Shutters to the ceiling in the same manner, the Shutters to be Five Feet Six Inches high, 
and to run up between the said Linings. The door in the said Partition to be framed with 
double Panels, and filled in the same as described for the Shutters. To form a Ministers' 
Gallery, as shown in the plan and section to run the whole width of the House, the Framing to 
the Front, and on each side of the Steps to be of two Inch Deal, and Inch Deal Pannels. Deal 
Newels to Steps, with Ramps and Knees ; the whole to be upped with Inch and half clean Oak, 
formed at top like a Hand Rail, and the underside grooved ¼ inch deep to receive the top rail 
of Framing. Platforms to be raised 9 inches above the Level of Floor, where shown in the Plan. 
To have Inch and half Deal fixed Seats against the Wall all round the Meeting House, fixed 
upon Inch and half solid Bearers with a Front Rail 3 inches wide as shown in the section; the 
said Sets to be 14 inches wide before the face of Wainscot ; the Legs or Bearers not to exceed 
Five feet apart. To fix Inch and quarter Wainscot against the Wall 3 Feet high above the Seats, 
to be frames Bead and Butt with three-quarter Deal Pannels, the whole to be of Yellow Deal ; 
the Pannels not to exceed two feet two inches wide ; the said Wainscot to have a beaded 
capping. To provide Twelve Forms, with Elbows and Backs to a Pattern ; the Seats Inch and 
half Deal, thirteen inches wide. Elbows solid of Inch and half Deal; the top backrail Six inch 
wide and the two rails under the Seat three inches wide, all Inch and half thick ; and two 
Bearers from Rail to Rail under the Seat ; the Edge of Seat to be rounded. To be Inch and 
quarter Deal Steps and Risers upon proper Carriages to the Gallery ; The Ministers' Gallery 
and Platforms to have Bearers the same Scantling as to the Floor. The Door Jambs and Head to 
the entrance of the Meeting House to be framed, beaded and rabbetted, Scantling 6 inch by 4½ 
inch; the other Door frames to be the same as described above. Scantling 5½ inch by 4 inch; 
the three external Frames to have a Purbeck or Yorkshire Stone Step for Sills; the other to be 
Oak. The Doors to be two inch six Pannel Bead and Butt; The Meeting House Doors to be 
folding. Hang all the Doors with four inch Butts; the Door next the Court to have an eight inch 
Iron rim Lock with a Latch ; the other Doors to have Eight inch Rod Bolts and Spring Latches, 
the Folding Doors to have four Bolts. To be Inch Deal bead and Linings to all the Doors. The 
Windows to have Deal cased Frames, Inch and quarter pulley pieces, Inch Deal inside and 
outside Linings, and Oak sunk sills, 2 inch Deal ovolo Sashes, hung double with 2 inch Brass 
axle Pullies, and White Lines, and Iron Weights; the said Sashes to be glazed with the best 
Crown Glass bedded in putty. To have Inch and quarter Deal window board and staff Beads to 
the Windows ; the Sash Frames to have Segment Heads to rise twelve Inches from the 
Springing. To be Arris (?) Shoots under the Eavs all round the Building and 5 Inch Water 
trunks to bring the same down.  

PAINTER. All the Woodwork, on the outside, to be painted four times in good Oil paint ; none 
of the Woodwork on the inside to be painted, except the Sashes which are to be painted the 
same as the outside.  

PLUMBER. All the Gutters to have Lead six pounds to the Foot superficial, and the Hips and 
Ridges to have Milled Lead Five Pounds to the Foot superficial. Cover the Roof with sound 
strong Welch Slates Hxed with 4d. painted nails.  



Early Quakerism in Guildford 

 

55 

MASON. To End and lix such Stone Steps as are necessary to the Doorways, and Portland 
Stone Sills to the Windows, four inches thick and eight Inches wide ; Cope the Parapet with 
Yorkshire Stone; fix Portland Jamb, Mantel and Slab to the Chimney.   

SMITH. To find an Iron Mantel for Chimney and all Straps, Bolts &c. that may be wanted to the 
Roof and other parts of the Buildings.  

The Whole and every Part of the foregoing Work to be done in a sound, substantial and 
Workman-like manner, using no materials but what are good in quality; and the entrie good-
liking of Morris Birkbeck and William Chandler, of Guildford, or of their Surveyor ; and, should 
any unsound or defective Materials be used in any part of the said Buildings, the same to he 
removed, and all and every defect occasioned thereby to be made good by the Contractors at 
their own costs and charges.  

We, the Carpenter and Bricklayer, John Silvester and Edmund Upton, do hereby agree to exec 
te the several Works as mentioned in the above Particulars and Specifications, according to 
the Plans referred to and signed by us, to the entire satisfaction of the said Morris Birkbeck 
and William Chandler, and of their Surveyor; for the sum of Seven Hundred and Fifty Two 
Pounds, Twelve Shillings and Sixpence: as witness our hands this 22nd day of August, 1805.  

JOHN SILVESTER. K 

EDMUND UPTON. 
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Appendix C 

OLD QUAKER BURIAL GROUND AT WORPLESDON 

In reference to the paragraph appearing at the foot of page 2 of "Early Quakerism in 
Guildford", relating to the site of the Burial Ground which it is on record was used by Quakers 
Worplesdon from the later part of the seventeenth century, subsequent investigations would 
appear to modify the evidence of the late Dr. Williamson. 

Further information shows that the Burial Ground was a part of what is now known as 
Fairlands Farm (in the present tenancy of Mr. J. L. Brock), and was on land immediately 
opposite to the Farm House; that is, on the opposite side of the Guildford to Aldershot Road. 
The Farm was known, as during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, as "Burying Place 
Farm”: and the Burial Ground itself was leased for 2000 years from the 25th March 1667 (at 
"a Pepper Corn Rent, if demanded"),   by Richard Baker to Trustees on behalf of the Society of 
Friends, one of which Trustees was Stephen Smith. The records of the Society disclose the 
names of 185 Friends who were buried in that Ground which was disposed of in 1852. 

The rear part of the Farm House is definitely of much earlier construction than the front of the 
house, which front  bears the date 1756 and the name of John Baker. That John Baker, who 
was the son of John and Ann Baker and died in 1750, was presumably - a successor to Richard 
Baker as occupier of the farm. Richard Baker died in 1722, both he and John Baker having 
been buried in the Quaker Burial Ground, as also was Stephen Smith. From the foregoing it 
does not seem likely that Stephen Smith (who was visited by George Fox on several occasions) 
resided in what was Burying Place Farm House - this contrary  to Dr. Williamson's comment 
that "Stephen Smith is said to have lived in the large grey farm-house near Merrest Wood by 
the side of the road"; by which it would seem that Dr. Williamson was indicating what is now 
Fairlands Farm House. 

(N.B. To anyone interested, the Author will be pleased to supply fuller information regarding 
what is briefly summarised above. Also, he would welcome any information relating to what 
probably was Stephen Smith's place of residence.) 

OLD QUAKER BURIAL GROUND IN GUILDFORD. 

On page 25 of "Early Quakerism in Guildford” it was pointed out that the list of names there 
appearing of Friends buried in the Quaker Burial Ground (in North Street, Guildford) was 
obviously incomplete. The Author now has a list of names, numbering 344, of those who were 
so buried: and he will be pleased to supply information in respect thereof to anyone 
interested - as, also, concerning the 185 Friends who were buried in the Worplesdon Burial 
Ground. 

HERBERT ROWNTREE. 

1st. Aug. 1954. 

The Bungalow, Worplesdon, Surrey. 
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Appendix D 

CHANDLER'S 

My great-great-grandfather was one William Chandler (b1766), who was married to Elizabeth 
Heath and he was a mealman (sold flour and similar goods).  You might expect one or two 
more greats, but in 5 weeks I will turn 90.  William's parents were named Joseph and Ann.  
Also working as a mealman was a Thomas Chandler whose wife was Rebecca.  William and 
Thomas were surely related, brothers I would expect, but I have yet to find that out.  Rebecca 
was present at at least one of one of Elizabeth's thirteen confinements.  William and Elizabeth 
were married in the Hants/Dorset area, probably (and coincidently!) at Chandlers Ford.  
Elizabeth's parents were Charles and Elizabeth Heath.  My father used to have a small painting 
of an elderly gentleman on the reverse of which was written "Charles Heath, Chandlers Ford" - 
my mother sent it to my brother, named Heath, in Australia. 

I think that I could have connections with several those in the graveyard mentioned on pages 
21-23. 

Plot 19 Joseph Chandler died 1795 These two were buried in the same plot which 
suggests that they were a couple.  

  Ann Chandler, died 1796 Their names are those of William's parents. 

Plot  34 William Chandler died 1804 He was 9 month old.  Elizabeth gave birth to a 
William in 11/1803.  The name William was 
given to another son born 1/1808. 

Plot   51 Joseph Chandler died 1822 Rebecca gave birth to a son named Joseph in 
1801 and this one was aged 21 when he died. 

Plot  54 Rebecca Chandler died 1836 Thomas' wife? 

In the "foundation bricks" of the present Meeting House are the initials of William Chandler 
and Thomas Chandler - my guess would be that they were both mealmen, one my forebear.  
One last note, on page 11 there is a note that one Henry Chandler, with two others, made a 
contribution of £39 9 6 (real money, I like it!).   One of William's sons was Henry (my great-
grandfather) and the family have a habit of recycling names, so I would not be surprised if 
that donor was another relative.  Unwittingly, 5 of my grandchildren carry names of their 
forebears! 

And that is my father's paternal side.  His maternal side was Irish and through that there is a 
claim to be related to the famous (or infamous?) Sir Henry Morgan.  My grandmother's 
maiden name was Morgan-Byrne.  In 1947 I searched through 3 volumes of "A History of 
Monmouthshire" and found that a female member of the Tredegar Morgan family married an 
Irish (Church of Ireland) Byrne. "That is it" I thought, so long ago.  I have been in touch with an 
Irish genealogist (long story, but we are related) who sent the Irish family tree.  A Byrne 
married a Morgan - that is where my grandmother's  Morgan-Byrne comes from.  I have links 
to the book and have a lot of reading ahead! 

Leonard Chandler 

Email to John Morris, Tue, 26 Jan 2016 


